THE 19™ ANNUAL

Children’s

Law Institute

N
P
(-
N



THE 19TH ANNUAL CHILDREN’S LAW INSTITUTE 2012

1 CLI 2012

Supreme Court of New Mexico

CHIEF JUSTICE P.O. BOX 848 CHIEF CLERK
CHARLES W. DANIELS SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO KATHLEEN JO GIBSON, ESQ.
JUSTICES 87504-0848 (505) 827-4860
PATRICIO M. SERNA FAX (505) 827-4837

PETRA JIMENEZ MAES
RICHARD C. BOSSON

EDWARD L. CHAVEZ January 11, 2012

Dear Colleagues and Friends,

On behalf of the Supreme Court of New Mexico, it is my pleasure to welcome you
to the 19th Annual Children’s Law Institute (CLI). This Institute has become a reputable
conference for judges, attorneys, child welfare advocates, state employees, and youth
alike. The Judiciary is a proud partner in these collaborative efforts and in the child
welfare system.

We are particularly proud of the work of the Children’s Court Improvement
Commission (CCIC) statewide. The CCIC is an official advisory board to the Court, and
we count on this body make recommendations for the development of innovative
approaches that advance court, agency, and stakeholder collaboration in improving the
safety, permanency. and well being of children and families in the child welfare system.
The Commission’s accomplishments are lengthy and noteworthy and include the success
of this conference.

The theme of the CLI this year, Community Matters, is timely. We face complex
challenges with hard budget decisions, increased caseloads, and heightened demands. We
can do more as a community to impact children and families than we can alone. Uniting
as a community ensures children and families have quality of advocacy; and the guidance
and services they require is a call to action we must heed.

Over the course of the next few days you will learn from local leaders and national
experts about best practices and promising ideas that will positively affect New Mexico’s
children and families. I hope you will take these ideas back to your communities and
help further improve people’s lives.

Thank you for taking time to attend this important event. I hope that you have an
interesting, educational, and inspiring few days.

<‘-—-_ -
Charles W. Daniels
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Conference Overview

Wednesday, January 11, 2012

Sponsors of the
2012 Annual New
Mexico Children’s
Law Institute
Admihiéfrative Office of the Couﬁé
Children’s Court Improvement Commis-

sion of the New Mexico Supreme Court
Corinne Wolfe Children’s Law Center at

UNM School of Law
CYFD Youth and Family Services

CYFD Protective Services

8:30—Noon Conference Pre-Sessions (see selection below)
8:30—12:30 p.m. Conference Registration
1:00-3:00 p.m. Opening Remarks
Chief Justice Charles Daniels, New Mexico Supreme Court
Opening Plenary
Stacey Patton, Ph.D.
3:00-3:30 pm. Break
3:30—5:00 p.m. Workshop Session |
5:30—7:00 p.m. Community Matters Awards and Reception

Thursday, January 12, 2012

New Mexico CASA Network
New Mexico Child Advocacy Networks

New Mexico Child Abuse and Neglect
Citizen Review Board

New Mexico Juvenile Justice Advisory
Committee (JJAC)

Rozier E. Sanchez Judicial Education

Center at UNM School of Law

Southwest Institute for Family & Child
Advocacy at NMSU

Additional funding provided by

8:30—10:00 a.m. Workshop Session Il
10:00-10:30 am. Break

10:30—Noon Workshop Session Il
Noon—1:30 p.m. Lunch (on your own)
1:30-3:00 p.m. Workshop Session IV
3:00—-3:30 p.m. Break

3:30—5:00 p.m. Workshop Session V

Children’s Justice Act Advisory Group
Children’s Law Section of the State Bar

Friday, January 13, 2012

of New Mexico

8:30-10:00 a.m. Workshop Session VI Hogares, Inc.

La Familia, Inc.
10000 am Break Red Mountain Family Services, Inc.
10:30-2:00 p.m. Closing Remarks The State of New Mexico

Yolanda Berumen-Deines, CYFD Cabinet Secretary

Closing Plenary

Alan Webber, Founder, Fast Company Magazine

U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, Administration for Children
and Families

Special Thanks to the 2012 CLI Planning Committee and NMSU Staff

Yesenia Acosta, Southwest Institute for Family & Child Advocacy at NMSU
I Pat Briggs, Project Director, NM Child Abuse & Neglect Citizen
Review Board I Jocelyn Barrett, threesixty consulting | Bob Brazell,
Southwest Institute for Family & Child Advocacy at NMSU 1|
Shelly Bucher, Southwest Institute for Family & Child Advocacy at NMSU 1
Cristen Conley, GAL/Youth Attorney/Respondents’ Attorney
I Nick Costales, Juvenile Probation-Parole Supervisor, CYFD I Kristen
Frueh, NM Administrative Office of the Courts | Lorretta Diaz,
Southwest Institute for Family & Child Advocacy at NMSU | Deborah
Dungan, Child Welfare and Juvenile Justice Attorney, NM
Administrative Office of the Courts | Tara Ford, Co-Director,
Pegasus Legal Services for Children I Beth Gillia, Director, UNM
Corinne Wolfe Children’s Law Center I Ellen Genne, Project Director,
NM CASA | Judy Gurule, Southwest Institute for Family & Child
Advocacy at NMSU | Amanda Frazier, Youth Attorney/GAL, Advocacy,

Inc. I Tracey Kincaid, UNM Corinne Wolfe Children’s Law Center
I Florence Kone, Southwest Institute for Family & Child Advocacy at NMSU
I Liz McGrath, Co-Director, Pegasus Legal Services for Children |
Rose Nava, Southwest Institute for Family & Child Advocacy at NMSU |
Gloria Nuiiez, Southwest Institute for Family & Child Advocacy
at NMSU I Brian O’Connell, Director, NM Child Advocacy Networks
I Angela Peinado, CIP Grant Manager, NM Administrative
Office of the Courts | Andrea Poole, Bureau Chief, Policy, Training
& Federal Reporting Bureau, CYFD | Sherryl Redding, Southwest
Institute for Family & Child Advocacy at NMSU I Shawn Rogers,
Southwest Institute for Family & Child Advocacy at NMSU | Brooke
Stanley Tou, Southwest Institute for Family & Child Advocacy
at NMSU I Sandra Wechsler, threesixty consulting I Angie Vachio, For
Families, LLC I Sabrina VanWhy, Southwest Institute for Family & Child
Advocacy at NMSU
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Detailed Conference Agenda

Wednesday January 11, 2012

8:30-Noon | Pre-Conference Sessions

8:30 | Thinking Like A Writer: A Workshop for Lawyers on Effective Writing and Editing | Alvarado EFGH

PRESENTER: Tim Terrell, Professor, Emory Law School

This pre-session demonstrates the distinction between “thinking like a lawyer,” which law school emphasizes, and “thinking like a writer,”
which law practice demands. That difference is grounded in moving from the law’s “logic” to its “coherence” when communicated to a reader.
To attain the latter quality, a document must develop qualities well beyond “clarity,” even though that is a serious challenge itself. In this half-
day format, the program will begin with a description of the writing principles from which all other, more particular, guidance will be derived.

It will then focus, through numerous examples, on the appropriate “macro” structure of effective documents—briefs, memoranda, letters —
rather than “micro” writing issues associated with sentences and word choice. This pre-session begins at 8:30 a.m. and offers 3.2 general
(LEs for judges and attorneys.

9:00 | Developmental Origins of Poor Emotional and Behavioral Regulation, Disordered Attachment, and the Links
to Delinquent Behavior | Alvarado ABCD

PRESENTERS: George Davis; Bruce Perry

Although it is not always acknowledged as such, early abuse and neglect is one of the foremost causes of delinquency and the more general
disturbances of conduct. Delinquency is usually considered by the general public to be a social rather than a psychiatric problem, even though
the roots of serious conduct disturbances are clearly based in poor impulse control, unmanaged anger, damaged attachment capacity and
the resultant deficits in empathy and social responsibility. When reviewed retrospectively, the overwhelming majority of incarcerated adoles-
cents have histories of early neglect and abuse. On the other hand, some of the most prominent consequences of early neglect and abuse
are the inability to regulate emotions and behavior. This pre-session will address the developmental origins of poor emotional and behavioral
regulation, disordered attachment, and the links to delinquent behavior. This pre-session offers 2.7 general CLEs for judges and attorneys.

9:00 | CASA presents Three Little Words | Franciscan

PRESENTER: Ashley Rhodes-Courter, Author

Ashley Rhodes-Courter spent almost ten years in foster care, living in 14 different foster homes. Ashley will discuss her time in foster care
and highlight the CASA worker that was able to get her out of abusive situations and eventually find her an adoptive family. Today, Ashley is a
New York Times Bestseller, former CASA and foster parent. Through her experiences, she will shed light on what it means to be a foster youth,
what tools are important when working with youth and how one person can change the life of a child.

1:00pm—1:30pm | Welcome and Introduction | Alvarado Ballroom
PRESENTER: The Honorable Charles Daniels, Chief Justice, New Mexico Supreme Court

1:30pm—3:00pm | Opening Plenary

Foster Care Through the Eyes of a Child | Alvarado Ballroom

PRESENTER: Stacey Patton, Ph.D., Author

This unique and dynamic keynote will address some of the obstacles and triumphs of navigating the foster care system as a child at vari-
ous developmental milestones. Through her personal testimony, Dr. Stacey Patton takes the audience on a journey through the eyes and
emotions of a child who was placed in a foster home as an infant, adopted in early adolescence, removed by social workers from her home
because of child abuse as a preteen, shuttled from various shelters and group homes in her early teens, reunited with her biological family in
her late teens and then aged out of the system at age 18.

Direct care providers and other participants will gain insights into the unique challenges and emotional dynamics experienced by young
people in care, particularly those of color. In addition to describing the child’s perspective of the child welfare system, Dr. Patton will touch
on adoption issues, supervised visitations, cultural attitudes towards corporal punishment, lawyers, and social service providers, as well as
how historical and oppressive forces continue to affect contemporary child welfare and legal services, specifically for children and families of
color. Dr. Patton will also identify how professionals can become more culturally competent and empowering in their work with children and
families across the lifespan. She will also provide concrete examples of providers who used effective communication and drew on community
support and resources to help save her life. This plenary session offers 1.5 general CLEs for judges and attorneys.

3:00-3:30 | Break

3:30-5:00 | Workshop Session |

Adolescent Relationship Violence (1.5 general CLEs offered) | Alvarado A

Ethical Decision-Making in 21st-Century Practice: Social Work and the Law I Alvarado BC

Safe and Effective Discipline: Understanding the Links between School Discipline
and Delinquency (1.5 general CLEs offered) | Alvarado D

The Grief Journey of the Child Placed in Foster Care | Alvarado E
| Don't Care About Your Future (If | Can’t Influence It): Youth Engagement vs. Youth Voice I Alvarado FGH

Creating Safety: Using Physiology to Enhance our Connection to Children and Families | Franciscan
3 CLl 2012
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Thursday, January 12, 2012

8:30-10:00 | Workshop Session Il

Complying with the Requirement for a Qualified Expert Witness in ICWA Cases (1.5 general CLEs offered) | Alvarado A

Trial Skills Session I: Introducing Evidence (1.5 general CLEs offered) | Alvarado BC

Research and Analysis Regarding Disproportionate Minority Contact in the Juvenile Justice System
(1.5 general CLEs offered) | Alvarado D

The Use of Neurobiology in Legal Proceedings: Recent Supreme Court Decisions and Public Policy Implication
(1.5 general CLEs offered) | Alvarado E

Understanding Human Trafficking (1.5 general CLEs offered) | Alvarado FGH

Healing Attachment Disorder in Children Through the Adult Child Relationship | Franciscan

10:00-10:30 | Break

10:30—Noon | Workshop Session IlI

Walking the Talk: Next Phase of NM Pifion Project I Alvarado A
Trial Skills Session Il: Direct and Cross Examination (1.5 general CLEs offered) | Alvarado BC

Emerging Research: What Judges, Lawyers and Child Advocates Need to Know About Sex Offenders PART 1 (1.5
general CLEs offered) | Alvarado D

From the Depths of Despair: A Discussion about Opiate Addiction | Alvarado E
Immigration as a Path to Permanency (1.5 general CLEs offered) | Alvarado FGH

Mindfulness, Stress-Reduction and the Unintentional Infliction of Emotional Distress (1.5 ethics/professionalism CLEs
offered) | Franciscan

Noon-1:30 I Lunch (on your own)

1:30-3:00 | Workshop Session IV

A Suggested Approach for the Gal Representing Impaired Teens and Adults
(1.5 ethics/professionalism CLEs offered) | Alvarado A

The Multi Ethnic Placement Act (MEPA) and Practice Implications | Alvarado BC

Emerging Research: What Judges, Lawyers and Child Advocates Need to Know About Sex Offenders PART 2
(1.5 general CLEs offered) | Alvarado D

From the Depths of Despair: A Discussion about Opiate Addiction I Alvarado E

Crucial First Steps in an Appeal and Annual Review of Developments in the Law
(1.5 general CLEs offered) | Alvarado FGH

Mindfulness and Working with Children: Cultivating Resilience, Insight and Renewal
(1.5 ethics/professionalism CLEs offered) | Franciscan

3:00-3:30 | Break

3:30-5:00 | Workshop Session V

Psychological Testing: Sustainable Science, Challenges and Relevance to Treatment Planning and Termination (1.5
general CLEs offered) | Alvarado A

Crucial First Steps in an Appeal and Annual Review of Developments in the Law (1.5 general CLEs offered) | Alvarado BC

The Neurobiology of Aggression: Treatment and Policy Implications (1.5 general CLEs offered) | Alvarado D
Reducing The Role of Detention: Partnerships that Work I Alvarado E

Towards a Client-Centered Law Practice: Using Motivational Interviewing Techniques to Empower Parents on the
Path to Change (1.5 ethics/professionalism CLEs offered) | Alvarado FGH

The Grief Journey of the Child Placed in Foster Care | Franciscan

hitifiteils
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Friday, January 13, 2012
8:30-10:00 | Workshop Session VI

Washington State’s Educational Success Strategies for Foster Children and Youth I Alvarade A

D.A.TA.: Don't Attempt to Avoid (1.5 general CLEs offered) | Alvarado BC

Confidentiality Laws and the Narrative of Child Welfare (1.5 general CLEs offered) | Alvarado D

Effective Communication for Child Welfare: Put on Your Game Face (1.5 ethics/professionalism CLEs offered) | Alvarado E

Fostering Shared Decision-Making in Psychotropic Medication Use among Youth in Child Welfare Custody

(1.5 general CLEs offered) | Alvarado FGH

Adolescent Relationship Violence (1.5 general CLEs offered) | Franciscan

10:00-10:30 | Break

10:30-10:45 I Closing Remarks
PRESENTER: Yolanda Berumen-Deines, CYFD Cabinet Secretary

10:45—Noon | Closing Plenary | Alvarado Ballroom
PRESENTER: Alan Webber, Founder, Fast Company Magazine

We live in a time of turbulence, challenge and change. Problems come at us faster, from unexpected directions, with unanticipated compli-
cations. As the new year begins, it's a good time to pause and reflect: What actually works? What kinds of techniques and tactics actually
produce real results—where can we look to find solutions that work for problems that matter? Drawing from a 40-year career in government
at all levels, in journalism, and in entrepreneurship, Alan Webber will offer his “rules of thumbguidelines for leaders at all levels who are look-
ing for ways to work more effectively and work together to produce real results.

Workshop Descriptions

Workshop Session I: Wednesday, 3:30 p.m.—5:00 p.m.

Creating Safety: Using Physiology to Enhance our
Connection to Children and Families

Every human has an innate ability, called “neuroception,” that helps
us detect safety, danger or life threat. Learn about this exquisite

part of our nervous system so that you can create stronger, safer
interpersonal connections with others. When you learn to consciously
shift into “safe” social engagement with others, you and everyone
involved will have enhanced listening ability, greater insight and

more positive therapeutic outcomes. In addition, you will gain self-
awareness skills to help regulate your own internal states, which can
enhance acceptance, decrease judgments and increase resilience in
your work.

Presenter: Bhanu Joy Harrison, New Mexico School of Natural Therapeutics
Room: Franciscan

Ethical Decision-Making in 21st-Century Practice: Social
Work and the Law

Presenters will provide an overview of the code of conduct for

the Department of Children, Youth, and Family and will review the
ethical codes and standards for professionals working with children
and families including caseworkers, social workers and attorneys.
Participants will walk through a process of ethical decision-making
using vignettes to enhance professional responsibility.

Presenters: Francine Anaya, Deputy Director for the Field, CYFD;
lennifer Padgett, Assistant General Counsel, State of New Mexico
Room: Alvarado BC

I Don’t Care About Your Future (If 1 Can’t Influence It):
Youth Engagement vs. Youth Voice

This workshop will delve into the myth that gathering youth voices is
somehow representative of young peoples concerns and therefore

5 CLI 2012

sufficient for adult action. This can be called the “research model” for
youth development, which is both unauthentic and disempowering.
The presenter posits the notion that authentic “youth engagement” is
essential for a future that includes young people and is representative
of a worldview that is unwilling to simply accept older adult reasons for
why the world cannot change or should not change particularly around
issues that affect young people the most.

Presenter: Mike Brown, COMMONSENSE New Mexico

Room: Alvarado FGH

Adolescent Relationship Violence

This session will provide participants with a quided tour of
children’s exposure to crime, abuse and violence at home, school,
the streets and online. There will be an emphasis on exploring how
adolescent relationship violence looks, who is doing it and what we
should do about it. This workshop offers 1.5 general CLEs for
judges and attorneys.

Presenter: John J. Romero, Children’s Court Judge, Second Judicial District
Room: Alvarado A

The Grief Journey of the Child Placed in Foster Care
Abuse, neglect and separation from important people in their
lives can have profound effects on children placed in foster care.
Like adults, children undergo stages of transition when their lives
have been changed, particularly against their will. This workshop
is designed to help participants understand the stages or phases
of grief and ways that foster children may act during these
stages. This workshop will also focus on documenting children’s
behaviors during visitation. Not only will attendees learn how to
recognize the behaviors associated with grief, they’ll learn how to
appropriately respond and document those behaviors.
Presenter: Stacey Patton, Ph.D.

Room: Alvarado E
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Safe and Effective Discipline: Understanding the Links
between School Discipline and Delinquency

Since the 1999 Columbine school shootings, there has been

an increased police presence on public school campuses. This
workshop explores the links between school discipline and the
delinquency system. Each panelist will analyze intersections
between schools and the delinquency system from their
perspectives given their professional role, with the aim of
increasing understanding of the issues facing both schools and
the delinquency system. In addition, the panelists will raise issues
to spark dialogue about opportunities to work with students in
new ways while promoting safe schools. This workshop offers 1.5
general CLEs for judges and attorneys.

Presenters: Tara Ford, Co-Director, Pegasus Legal Services for Children;
Diego Gallegos, Assistant Superintendent, Albuquerque Public Schools;
Shannon L. Kennedy, Attorney at Law; Jeanne Masterson, Chief Juvenile
Probation Officer in Bernalillo County, CYFD; Doug Mitchell, Annie E.
Casey Foundation (AECF), Juvenile Detention Alternative Initiative (JDAI);
Jerry Ortiz y Pino, New Mexico State Senator; Sarah Piltch, Children’s
Court Prosecutor, First Judicial District; Allan Rider, Officer, APS; David

R. Schmidt, Executive Director, New Mexico Council on Crime and
Delinquency; Thomas E. Swisstack, Mayor, City of Rio Rancho; Monica
Zamora, Judge, Second Judicial District

Room: Alvarado D

The Use of Neurobiology in Legal Proceedings: Recent
Supreme Court Decisions and Public Policy Implications
This workshop will look at the use of neuroscience research,
including structural and functional imaging, in evaluating culpability
in juvenile offenders. We will review research on normal brain
development and differences in adolescent and adult cognitive
functioning and will discuss the use of this research by the
Supreme Court in the Roper and Graham decisions. This workshop
offers 1.5 general CLEs for judges and attorneys.

Presenters: Kayla Pope, Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist and Clinical
Research Fellow, National Institute of Mental Health

Room: Alvarado E

Workshop Session II: Thursday, 8:30 a.m—10:00 a.m.

Complying with the Requirement for a Qualified Expert
Witness in ICWA Cases

This workshop will provide an overview of the specific legal
requirement for the testimony of a Qualified Expert Witness in
cases involving the Indian Child Welfare Act. The session is aimed
at attorneys and judges who seek to be in compliance with both
the spirit and the technical details of this key provision of the
ICWA. This workshop offers 1.5 general CLEs for judges and
attorneys.

Presenter: Margaret Burt, Attorney at Law

Room: Alvarado A

Research and Analysis Regarding Disproportionate
Minority Contact in the Juvenile Justice System

This workshop will detail research by the New Mexico Sentencing
Commission regarding disproportionate minority contact (DMC)

in the juvenile justice system. The presenters will also summarize
work by the New Mexico Sentencing Commission on a DMC report
due to the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention in
March 2012. This workshop offers Cultural Competency CEU credit
and 1.5 general CLEs for judges and attorneys.

Presenters: Paul Guerin, Center for Applied Research and Analysis
(CARA) at the Institute for Social Research (ISR), University of New
Mexico; Tony Ortiz, Director of the New Mexico Sentencing Commission at
the Institute for Social Research (ISR), University of New Mexico

Room: Alvarado D

Healing Attachment Disorder in Children Through the
Adult Child Relationship

The workshop is an exploration of the causes of disorganized
attachment in children and the effects on families. Through

a neuroscience lens we will explore treatment modalities, in
particular the successful model used at the Attachment
Healing Center.

Presenter: Michele Coleman

Room: Franciscan

Understanding Human Trafficking

This workshop will provide participants with a better
understanding of human trafficking and the victims involved.
There will also be discussion about the unique and substantial
challenges that exist in prosecuting these types of cases. This
workshop offers 1.5 general CLEs for judges and attorneys.
Presenter: Maria Sanchez-Gagne, Assistant Attorney General
Room: Alvarado FGH

Trial Skills Session I: Introducing Evidence

This Trial Skills session will cover the protocol and law of
introducing exhibits. This session will be presented with a
particular eye to the evidence that will be brought to bear in Child
Welfare Law. This workshop offers 1.5 general CLEs for judges
and attorneys.

Presenter: Marvin Ventrell, National Institute for Trial Advocacy (NITA)
Room: Alvarado BC

Workshop Session Ill: Thursday, 10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.

Emerging Research: What Judges, Lawyers and Child
Advocates Need to Know About Sex Offenders, Part 1 of 2
Participants will examine (via videotaped interviews with various
types of sex offenders) some of the specific strategies used to
target, seduce, and exploit children and adults. Topics include
descriptions of “grooming” tactics, i.e., how and why offenders
target certain children, families and youth-serving agencies, how
they seduce child victims and adult caretakers, and how they

inhibit disclosure, detection and reporting. The speaker will also
address the possible number of undetected offenders and sexual
crimes occurring in our communities, “cross over” sexual crime
behavior, recidivism rates, treatment outcomes and the increasing
trend in sexually deviant behavior associated with the Internet. This
workshop offers 1.5 general CLEs for judges and attorneys.
Presenter: Cory Jewell Jensen, Co-Director, Center for Behavioral
Intervention; need to add an attorney here.

Room: Alvarado D
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Immigration as a Pathway to Permanency

This session will cover the impact of immigration status on the goals
of family unity and child permanency. The material covered will help
child advocates understand immigration status, immigration options
available to families and the unique role that child advocates can play
in their work with immigrant families.

This workshop offers 1.5 general CLEs for judges and attorneys.
Presenters: Jenny Landau; Jessica Martin, Third-year Law Student,
University of New Mexico School of Law

Room: Alvarado FGH

From the Depths of Despair: A Discussion about

Opiate Addiction

Opiate addiction is an increasingly destructive force that is tearing
through the youth populations in our communities. This workshop
will try to help participants understand where we are, how we got
here and how to move forward from the devastating effects of
opiate addiction.

Presenters: Meg Curtin Rey-Bear, Clinical Expert for the Heroin Awareness
Committee; Demian Rubalcaba, Substance Abuse Prevention and Intervention
Specialist at Robert F. Kennedy Charter High School; Jennifer Weiss, Heroin
Awareness Committee

Room: Alvarado E

Mindfulness, Stress Reduction, and the Unintentional
Infliction of Emotional Distress

As fulfiling and meaningful as our work is, the challenging issues
we grapple with, the traumas often experienced by our clients, and
the uncertainty of outcomes, can at times feel overwhelming and,
over time, can lead us to approach our work (and life) from a more
contracted and defensive place. Mindfulness offers insights and
practices that can help us to continually renew our deeply felt sense
of passion and energy toward our work and the people we serve. In
this workshop, Scott Rogers will offer an introduction to mindfulness
and the neuroscience research supporting its growing relevance in
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the areas of stress reduction, attention and wellbeing, along with
mindfulness exercises you can practice during the day. This workshop
offers 1.5 ethics/professionalism CLEs for judges and attorneys.
Presenter: Scott Rogers, Mindfulness in Law Program, University of Miami
School of Law

Room: Franciscan

Walking the Talk: Next Phase of NM Piiion Project

This workshop will present an update on CYFD PS’ ongoing NM Pifion
Project, Practice Model mission, vision, values and principles for

how it engages with children, youth and families. The new/revised
Practice Model will coordinate policies with children, youth and

family interventions. The Practice Model will articulate the agency
framework to continue to achieve safety, permanency and well-being
outcomes for the families with whom they are involved. During the
workshop you will hear from PS staff about where they currently are in
implementation, what their next steps are, and where they are in their
development of internal and external communication strategies and in
establishing outcome measures.

Presenters: Isela Burciaga, Children’s Services Unit Manager, CYFD; Brenda
Manus, NM Pifion Project and Juvenile Justice Inquiry Unit, CYFD

Room: Alvarado A

Trial Skills Session II: Direct and Cross Examination

This Trial Skills session will cover the essential elements of an
effective direct and cross exam of a fact witness. This session will
be presented with a particular eye to the examination of witnesses in
Child Welfare Law. This workshop offers 1.5 general CLEs for judges
and attorneys.

Presenter: Marvin Ventrell, National Institute for Trial Advocacy (NITA)
Room: Alvarado BC

Workshop Session IV: Thursday, 1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m.

Emerging Research: What Judges, Lawyers and Child
Advocates Need to Know About Sex Offenders, Part 2 of 2
Many of our current child welfare practices and family reunification
policies are being challenged by new information about “cross-over”
sexual crimes among sex offenders, re-offense verses “recidivism”
rates, expected treatment outcomes and long-term risk management.
This presentation will provide participants with a review of recent
findings as they relate to family decision-making, contact between sex
offenders and children, and family reunification. Recommendations
for “case by case classification” and case planning (based on
empirically based risk assessment) are outlined. This workshop offers
1.5 general CLEs for judges and attorneys.

Presenters: Cory Jewell Jensen, Co-Director, Center for Behavioral
Intervention; need to add an attorney here

Room: Alvarado D

From the Depths of Despair: A Discussion about

Opiate Addiction

Opiate addiction is an increasingly destructive force that is tearing
through the youth populations in our communities. This workshop
will try to help participants understand where we are, how we got
here and how to move forward from the devastating effects of
opiate addiction.

Presenters: Meg Curtin Rey-Bear, Clinical Expert for the Heroin
Awareness Committee; Demian Rubalcaba, Substance Abuse Prevention
and Intervention Specialist at Robert . Kennedy Charter High School;
Jennifer Weiss, Heroin Awareness Committee

Room: Alvarado E
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A Suggested Approach for the Gal Representing

Impaired Teens and Adults

By using developed case law and statutes from the field of

adult guardianships, this workshop will explore a model of
representation for the Guardian ad Litem of the incapacitated teen
or adult in abuse/neglect cases which the presenters contend

is more appropriate than the model presented in the statutory
definition for the Guardian ad Litem of a child.

This workshop offers 1.5 ethics/professionalism CLEs for judges
and attorneys.

Presenters: Cristen Conley, Guardian ad Litem, Youth Attorney and
Respondent’s Attorney; Greg MacKenzie

Room: Alvarado A

The Multi Ethnic Placement Act (MEPA)

and Practice Implications

This workshop was developed specifically for CASA and CRB
members. This workshop will describe how MEPA impacts
placement decisions, service delivery, child specific and general
recruitment.

Presenter: Jill May, Foster Care and Adoption Bureau Chief, CYFD
Room: Alvarado BC

Crucial First Steps in an Appeal and Annual Review of
Developments in the Law

This workshop will discuss recent law spelling out what the Court
of Appeals needs in a docketing statement and why. Appellate
decisions from this year central to abuse and neglect cases as well
as other developments in the law this past year will be reviewed
as well. This workshop offers 1.5 general CLEs for judges and
attorneys.

Presenters: Rebecca Liggett, Children’s Court Attorney, CYFD; Jane
Yohalem, Appellate Practice Specialist

Room: Alvarado FGH

Mindfulness and Working with Children: Cultivating
Resilience, Insight and Renewal

Working with children can offer among the most fuffilling of experiences.
It can also be extremely challenging as you grapple with the inner
world of a vulnerable child making his or her way through a complex
system and community. We offer the most to our clients when we are
present for them. Mindfulness is a skill that can be cultivated to help
enhance the grounded presence we bring to challenging situations. In
this workshop, Scott Rogers will offer an introduction to mindfulness
in the therapeutic context, including mindfulness practices you can
incorporate into your busy day and share with your clients.

This workshop offers 1.5 ethics/professionalism CLEs for judges

and attorneys.

Presenter: Scott Rogers, Mindfulness in Law Program, University of Miami
School of Law

Room: Franciscan

Workshop Session V: Thursday, 3:30 p.m—5:00 p.m.

Reducing The Role of Detention: Partnerships that Work
This workshop will discuss strategies and partnerships that are
proven to work to reduce inappropriate use of detention while
keeping communities safe.

Presenters: Jose Munoz, Susan Alkema, Jeanne Masterson, Gabriel Chavez
Room: Alvarado E

Crucial First Steps in an Appeal and Annual Review

of Developments in the Law

This workshop will discuss recent law spelling out what the Court
of Appeals needs in a docketing statement and why. Appellate
decisions from this year central to abuse and neglect cases as
well as other developments in the law this past year will be
reviewed as well. This workshop offers 1.5 general CLEs for
judges and attorneys.

Presenters: Rebecca Liggett, Children's Court Attorney, CYFD; Jane Yohalem,
Appellate Practice

Room: Aivarado BC

The Neurobiology of Aggression:

Treatment and Policy Implications

This workshop will review research that has advanced our
understanding of the biological basis of aggression. Current
treatments used to treat aggression will also be reviewed in the
context of neurobiology. This workshop offers 1.5 general CLEs
for judges and attorneys.

Presenter: Kayla Pope, Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist and Clinical
Research Fellow, National Institute of Mental Health

Room: Alvarado D

Towards a Client-Centered Law Practice:

Using Motivational Interviewing Techniques

to Empower Parents on the Path to Change

With guidance and support, families and parents can become
their own best “experts” on their needs. Although the focus
of this workshop is on developing and nurturing a client-
centered approach to the practice of law as a human service,
it is for anyone in the human services field committed to helping
people make changes in their lives.

This workshop offers 1.5 ethics/professionalism CLEs for
judges and attorneys.

Presenters: Henry Dickson, Attorney at Law; Bob Philips, Instructor of
Psychology and Sociology, Eastern New Mexico University

Room: Avarado FGH

Psychological Testing: Sustainable Science,

Challenges and Relevance to Treatment

Planning and Termination

The scientific basis of psychometrics will be reviewed to

provide information about establishing expert credentials and
for challenging testimony about psychological testing. The
psychologically sustainable definitions of frequently used (and
frequently misused or misunderstood) constructs such as
“bonding,” “narcissism,” “attachment” and “resiliency” will be
presented to provide similar information. Several potential
Daubert issues in psychology and psychological testimony

will be discussed. The relevance of psychological evaluations

to treatment planning and to termination will be examined.

This workshop offers 1.5 general CLEs for judges and attorneys.
Presenters: Kenneth C. Kenney, Founder, La Familia; Peter Klages, Attorney
at Law

Room: Alvarado A
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The Grief Journey of the Child Placed in Foster Care

Abuse, neglect, and separation from important people in their lives can
have profound effects on children placed in foster care. Like adults,
children undergo stages of transition when their lives have been
changed, particularly against their will. This workshop is designed to
help participants understand the stages or phases of grief and ways
that foster children may act during these stages. This workshop will also
focus on documenting children’s behaviors during visitation. So not
only will attendees learn how to recognize the behaviors associated
with grief, they'll learn how to appropriately respond and document
those behaviors.

Presenter: Stacey Patton, Ph.D., Author

Room: Franciscan

Workshop Session VI: Friday, 8:30 a.m.—10:00 a.m.

Effective Communication for Child Welfare:

Put on Your Game Face

This workshop addresses the challenges of clear communication

in a field in which the players come from different disciplines and
may have widely divergent goals. Participants will learn to identify
such challenges and be introduced to tools which can improve the
quality of effective communication. This workshop offers 1.5 ethics/
professionalism CLEs for judges and attorneys.

Presenters: Cynthia Chavers, County Office Manager of the Valencia County,
CYFD; Cristen Conley, Guardian ad Litem, Youth Attorney and Respondent’s
Attorney; Stephen Littlejohn, Professor of Communication

Room: Alvarado E

D.A.T.A.: Don't Attempt to Avoid

Embrace the data. Not only can it demonstrate the impact of your
work, it can demonstrate the need for resources to support your
work. This workshop will explore the use of data to assist dependency
stakeholders in addressing the safety, permanency, due process and
timeliness of abuse and neglected children involved in the care and
custody of the court. Collaboration with system-wide stakeholders
and their data will also be discussed as a means to enhance effective
decision-making, evaluation, communication and planning processes.
This workshop offers 1.5 general CLEs for judges and attorneys.
Presenters: Alicia Davis, Principal Court Management Consultant, National
Center for State Courts; Lisa Portune, Juvenile Court Consultant

Room: Alvarado BC

Confidentiality Laws and the Narrative of Child Welfare
Many children are harmed more than they are helped by child welfare
intervention by being placed in foster care unnecessarily or remaining
in foster care longer than necessary. Virtually all children in foster care
are from low-income families, and a vastly disproportionate number
are members of minority groups. Confidentiality laws silence stories
about those children, permitting the airing only of sensational stories.
As a result many people have an inaccurate perception of child
welfare, which perpetuates the epidemic of unnecessary removals,
racially disproportionate outcomes and informal court proceedings.
This workshop will explore these issues. This workshop offers 1.5
general CLEs for judges and attorneys.

Presenter: Matthew Fraiden, Visiting Associate Professor, Georgetown
University Law Center

Room: Alvarado D

Washington State’s Educational Success Strategies for
Foster Children and Youth

Children’s Administration has developed strong partnerships with

the Legislature, Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, Higher
Education Board, Courts and community partners that focus on the
educational success of children in out-of-home care. This workshop
highlights our state’s progress with key legislation, essential social
worker and court tools, data share agreements, Memorandums of
Understanding and programs that support foster students journey to
graduation and post secondary options. While key collaborations have
helped to build the foundation there still remains multiple challenges.
Presenter: Barbara Putnam, Supervisor, Well-Being and Adolescent Services
Unit for Children’s Administration

Room: Alvarado A

Adolescent Relationship Violence

This session will provide participants with a guided tour of our children’s
exposure to crime, abuse and violence at home, school, the streets

and online. There will be an emphasis on exploring how adolescent
relationship violence looks, who is doing it, and what we should do about
it. This workshop offers 1.5 general CLEs for judges and attorneys.
Presenter: John J. Romero, Children’s Court Judge, Second Judicial District
Room: Franciscan

Fostering Shared Decision-Making in Psychotropic
Medication Use among Youth in Child Welfare Custody

Over the past decade, the use of medications to manage the
emotional and mental health (i.e., psychotropic medication use) in the
general youth population has more than doubled. Estimated rates of
psychotropic medication use among youth in child welfare custody,
however, are much higher than those in the general youth population.
Given these high rates of use nationally, panel members will describe
the importance of shared decision-making and youth involvement
when prescribing psychotropic medications in New Mexico. Drawing
from a national study examining psychotropic medication oversight
among state child welfare agencies, we will also review some of the
innovative responses employed by other states to facilitate shared
decision-making and youth involvement. This workshop offers 1.5
general CLEs for judges and attorneys.

Presenters: Christopher Bellondi, Child/Adolescent and Adult Psychiatrist
and Assistant Professor, Tufts University School of Medicine; Tom Mackie
Room: Alvarado FGH
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Continuing Education Credit (CEU)

Continuing Education Credits for Social Workers and Counselors
(CEUs) will be available for most workshops at the CLI. Some
workshops may also qualify for cultural competence credits. Social
workers and counselors must sign in to the conference each day
in the morning and after lunch. Forms will be available at the
registration desk for all social workers and counselors who would
like CEUs, please pick one up, and don't forget to turn it in each
day before you leave. CEU hours will be calculated based on the
registration sign-in sheets and the individual documentation forms
filled out each day. Certificates will be sent after the conference to
the email address provided at registration.

Continuing Legal Education (CLE)

Continuing Legal Education credits for attorneys and judges is
available for the workshops noted in the program. Please be sure
to complete a CLE form and return it to the registration table if
you require CLEs.
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Conference Speakers

Pre-Conference Presenters

George Davis, MD is a Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist who currently serves as the
Director of Psychiatry for the New Mexico Department of Children, Youth and Families.
This state department encompasses all essential state services for the children of
New Mexico including early childhood development, child protection and juvenile
justice. Although Dr. Davis is located within the juvenile justice division, the department
recognizes the causative links between early neglect, interruptions of care and later
delinquency, and thus, he serves across the several divisions of child services. Dr. Davis
earned his medical degree from Southwestern Medical School in Dallas and completed
his psychiatry residency and child fellowship at the University of New Mexico. He
previously served there on the faculty at the School of Medicine as Residency Director
and Division Director of the Child and Adolescent Division and continues to teach and
supervise there on a limited basis as adjunct faculty. In addition to the University and
State service, Dr. Davis previously worked for five years at the Indian Health Service,
providing care for several of the pueblos and tribal hospitals and clinics in New Mexico.

Bruce D. Perry, M.D,, Ph.D. is the Senior Fellow of The ChildTrauma Academy, a not-
for-profit organization based in Houston (www.ChildTrauma.org) and adjunct Professor
in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences at Northwestern University
School of Medicine in Chicago. Dr. Perry is the author, with Maia Szalavitz, of The

Boy Who Was Raised As A Dog, a bestselling book based on his work with maltreated
children and Born For Love: Why Empathy is Essential and Endangered. Over the last
thirty years, Dr. Perry has been an active teacher, clinician and researcher in children’s
mental health and the neuro- sciences holding a variety of academic positions.

Ashley Rhodes-Courter was born in North Carolina in 1985 and entered the
Florida foster care system at the age of three. Over the next nine years, she lived in 14
placements before being adopted at age 12 by Phil and Gay Courter of Crystal River,
Florida. Ashley’s memoir, Three Little Words, retells her years in foster care—her
hopes and disappointments, good and bad placements, and the Guardian ad Litem
Volunteer (CASA) who made a difference for Ashley.

Timothy Terrell is a Professor of Law at Emory University School of Law, where

he joined the faculty in 1976. His undergraduate degree is from the University of
Maryland (1971); his law degree is from Yale Law School (1974); and he has a post-
graduate Diploma in Law from Oxford University, England (1980). After graduation from
Yale, Professor Terrell was an associate in a law firm in Atlanta. Since joining the faculty
at Emory he has been awarded two Fulbright grants, one to attend Oxford University
to study political philosophy, and another to teach legal theory at the University of
Newcastle-upon-Tyne in England. At Emory, Professor Terrell currently teaches princi-
pally in the areas of legal ethics, legal theory and property law. Most of his scholarly
publications have been in those areas, although he is also the co-author of a popular
text on legal writing, entitled Thinking Like a Writer: A Lawyer's Guide to Effective Writing
and Editing (3d ed., 2008, Practicing Law Institute). He is a frequent lecturer around
the country for law firms, corporate law departments, government agencies and judicial
organizations on the topics of legal ethics and legal writing.

Opening and Closing Plenary Speakers

Yolanda Berumen-Deines has a master's degree in social work from the Worden
School of Social Service at Our Lady of the Lake University in San Antonio, Texas, and
a bachelor’s in elementary education, with a minor in sociology, from the University

of Texas at El Paso. She held various Texas state government jobs during the 1970s,
1980s and 1990s. She ran a foster care development unit, was program director for
Child Protective Services and directed an educational services division, before moving
to the private nonprofit Southwest Key Programs in 1996. After leaving the nonprofit in
2004, she worked for the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and the El Paso Center
for Children. She is currently the Cabinet Secretary for the New Mexico Children, Youth
and Families Department.

Charles Daniels was recommended for the Supreme Court by the bipartisan Judicial
Selection Commission and appointed to fill a vacancy in 2007. He won his interim elec-
tions in 2008 and his retention election to an eight-year termin 2010. He has served
as Chief Justice since April 2010. A New Mexico resident since childhood, he served

five years on active duty in the United States Air Force. He received his bachelor’s
degree from the University of Arizona, where he was a member of the intercollegiate
debate team and graduated magna cum laude; his law degree from the University

of New Mexico, where he was editor-in-chief of the law review, won a position on the
national moot court team, and graduated first in his class; and a master of laws degree
from Georgetown University, where he was selected to be a Prettyman Fellow and was
awarded a Certificate of Proficiency in Trial Advocacy. He is married to Albuquerque
lawyer Randi McGinn and has 4 daughters and six grandchildren. For occasional relax-
ation, he plays bass guitar in a band and is a semiprofessional race-car driver.

Stacey Patton is an adoptee, child abuse survivor, former foster child, noted author,
writer, academic, child advocate and facilitative trainer who conducts workshops on child
welfare issues throughout the country. Dr. Patton received her PhD in United States and
African American history from Rutgers University. In 2007, Dr. Patton published her first
book That Mean Old Yesterday, a memoir about her childhood experiences growing up
in New Jersey's foster care system. In addition to writing and teaching, Dr. Patton’s activ-
ist work focuses on child welfare issues ranging from child abuse prevention, adoptees
rights, teaching parents positive discipline and cultural competency to social workers,
on to teaching foster youth communications skills they need to navigate the system.

In April 2011 she launched www.sparethekids.com, an online portal designed to teach
alternatives to physical discipline of children, especially in African American communi-
ties, which have disproportionate rates of child abuse cases.

Alan Webber is one of the most widely respected and knowledgeable leaders in busi-
ness journalism today. Mr. Webber brings audiences unusual depth of knowledge and
insight into an economy fueled by information, change and innovation. Mr. Webber is an
award-winning, nationally-recognized editor, author and columnist. He launched Fast
Company, the fastest growing, most successful business magazine in history and win-
ner of two national magazine awards, one for excellence and one for design. He was
named Adweek’s Editor of the Year in 1999, along with co-founding editor William Taylor.
Before founding Fast Company, Mr. Webber was for five years the managing editor and
editorial director of the Harvard Business Review. During his tenure, HBR was twice a
finalist for National Magazine awards; he oversaw the journal’s visual redesign and cre-
ated the architecture for the journal’s editorial performance that continues to this day.
Mr. Webber's columns and articles have appeared in numerous national publications,
including the Los Angeles Times, The New York Times, The New York Times Sunday
Magazine and The Washington Post.

Workshop Presenters

Susan Alchema was admitted to the State Bar of New Mexico in 1979. After over

six years with the Public Defender Department, she opened a private practice which
included work as a guardian ad litem in abuse/neglect cases and representing juveniles
in delinquency matters. In August 1993, Mrs. Aichema became the first Children’s

Court Hearing Officer for the Second Judicial District. In this position, she has acted as

a special master for hearings regarding delinquency, abuse/neglect, termination of
parental rights, mental health commitments and adoption proceedings. Mrs. Alchema
has served as a backup for the Juvenile Drug Court Judge and Domestic Violence (SNAP
Program) Judge. Mrs. Alchema retired from the Second Judicial District at the end of
2011 and is working hard at enjoying her life.

Francine Anaya, Ph. D., CYFD Deputy Director for the Field, developed her leadership
within the department. She has breadth of knowledge as it relates to practice of
protective services grounded in social science theory.

Christopher Bellonci is a Board-Certified Child/Adolescent and Adult Psychiatrist
and Assistant Professor at Tufts University School of Medicine. He has served on

the Mental Health Advisory Board of the Child Welfare League for over a decade.

Dr. Bellonci has consulted to the Department of Children’s Services in Tennessee in
support of their efforts to decrease seclusion and restraint and better monitor the use
of psychotropic medications for children in care. Dr. Bellonciis a member of AACAP’s
Workgroup on Quality Issues which is responsible for writing the practice parameters
that define the standards of care for the field of child psychiatry.

Michael Brown is a long-time community leader, advocate, and accomplished
professional with vast experience in both for profit and nonprofit sectors. Mr. Brown
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is founder of COMMONSENSE New Mexico, a Community Strengthening Institute, and
serves as consultant, trainer and master facilitator to numerous organizations in New
Mexico and elsewhere. Michael's experience spans grassroots community development,
Executive Director Responsibility and Foundation Program Directorships that enable
him to be empathetic to the diverse views that coexist in a room and a community.

He is a strong advocate for multicultural leadership development and is known for his
innovative, insightful and passionate approach to training and education.

Rosaisela Burciaga, a licensed Masters Social Worker serves as the Children’s
Services Unit Manager for Protective Services. She is also the liaison for the
Mountains and Plains Child Welfare Implementation Center and Protective Services.
Since beginning her career in child welfare a few of her roles include, Statewide
In-Home Services Coordinator, Adult Adoptee Liaison, In Home Services and
Permanency Planning Supervisor, Clinical Consultant and direct field practice. Ms.
Burciaga is a certified trainer with the Children, Youth and Families Department,
serves on the NM Training Advisory Council, and is a field instructor with New Mexico
Highlands University. Ms. Burciaga has been working within the field of child welfare
and child protection for over eighteen years and holds a Masters Degree in Clinical
Social Work from New Mexico Highlands University.

Margaret A. Burt is an attorney in private practice in Rochester, New York. For
thirty-two years she has specialized in the representation of children, adults and child
welfare agencies in trial court and appellate practice. A substantial amount of her
practice involves consulting and training for lawyers, judges, caseworkers and service
providers all around the country in the areas of child abuse and neglect, permanency
for foster children, the termination of parental rights, adoptions and trial techniques.
She provides national and local training on such issues as the Adoption and Safe
Families Act, the Indian Child Welfare Act, the Multi-Ethnic Placement Act, confidentiality,
the representation of children and trial techniques. She has trained in 46 states and
is hoping the get that last 4 in before she retires! She also consults on legislation
connected to child welfare issues.

Cynthia Chavers is a Licensed Master of Social Work. She has worked for the State

of New Mexico Protective Services Division for 14 years, and has been a supervisor
and manager for 11 of those years. She is currently the County Office Manager of

the Valencia County Protective Services Office. She has also worked as a therapist in
various settings, including drug treatment, couples counseling, group therapy, and work
with sex offenders. Ms. Chavers is considered an expert in the field of Child Welfare. She
is an experienced trainer on identification of the physical and behavioral symptoms of
abuse and neglect in children, and on attachment issues in children.

Michele Coleman is Founder and CEO of the Attachment Healing Center, a community
mental health agency providing outpatient treatment and trainings. As a licensed
Marriage and Family Therapist, over the past 14 years she has specialized in working
with children suffering attachment issues and has developed her own treatment
modality based on neuroscience, family systems and attachment. Currently, she is in the
final stages of her PhD program at the University of New Mexico.
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Cristen Conley, ID, CWLS, received her ID from Baylor University School of Law and
has been an attorney for 22 years. With certification by the National Association of
Counsel for Children as a Child Welfare Law Specialist, she is in private practice
as a Guardian ad Litem, Youth Attorney and Respondent’s Attorney in Children’s
Court, a Guardian ad Litem for incapacitated adults and also serves as a senior
staff attorney for the University of New Mexico’s Corinne Wolfe Children’s Law
Center. Cristen has done extensive training in this area, and is a Commissioner
on the Supreme Court's Court Improvement Commission, a member of the

New Mexico Pifion Project Workgroup , and has served on the task force that
made the recommendations for the 2005 and 2009 changes to the New Mexico
Children’s Code.

Alicia Davis, ).D. joins the National Center for State Courts this year as a Principal
Court Management Consultant, having worked for the state court administrator’s
offices in Colorado and Utah. In Colorado, Ms. Davis oversaw Judicial Programs, and
principle among Ms. Davis’ responsibilities was to work with judges across the state

to identify available community resources for families in crisis. As Assistant Juvenile
Court Administrator in Utah, Ms. Davis assisted in the development of practices
intended to help courts face increasing pressure to be more responsive to the needs
of court-involved families. Ms. Davis graduated from the S.J. Quinney School of Law at
the University of Utah in 1999. She graduated from the University of California at Santa
Barbara in 1994 with a double major in English and Spanish Literature.

Henry Dickson is an attorney in private practice in Roswell, concentrating in family
law, including adoptions, guardian ad litem work, and parent representation in
CYFD cases. Mr. Dickson is frequently appointed as a mediator by the courts in the
Fifth Judicial District, and is a contract attorney for the Office of Guardianship. In
addition to presenting ethics and professionalism CLE’s, Mr. Dickson has taught
classes in Law and Ethics to master's and bachelor's-level social work students.

A former member of the Children’s Court Rules Committee, Mr. Dickson was
recently approved by the Supreme Court to serve as a mentor in the Bridge The
Gap mentor program. He has been certified in Child Welfare Law by the National
Association of Counsel for Children for the past five years and is presently
undergoing the five-year recertification process.

Tara Ford is the co-director of Pegasus Legal Services for Children. She has been
involved in children’s legal issues for nearly twenty years, providing representation

to children and their caregivers even while in law school. Ms. Ford is a frequent
speaker at national and state conferences regarding the important role of
education in children's lives; she often teaches as an adjunct faculty at the UNM
School of Law and she regularly works with state and community stakeholders to
develop policies that support children in New Mexico. In 2009, Ms. Ford provided
consultation services to the International Medical Corps project in Jordan to provide
recommendations regarding needs of children living in institutions, either as a result
of dependency or delinquency.

Matthew Fraidin is a Visiting Associate Professor at Georgetown University Law
Center, where he teaches in the Domestic Violence Clinic. Professor Fraidin is also
Associate Professor of Law and Director of the HIV/AIDS law clinic at the University

of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law (UDC-DCSL). His published
work includes “Stories Told and Untold: Confidentiality Laws and the Master Narrative
of Child Weffare,” 63 Maine Law Review 1 (2010), and “Changing the Narrative of
Child Welfare,” Georgetown Journal on Poverty Law & Policy, Volume XIX, Number 1
(forthcoming January 2012). Prior to joining UDC-DCSL, Professor Fraidin served as
Legal Director of The Children’s Law Center in Washington, DC, Supervising Attorney at
The Legal Aid Society of DC, and Associate Counsel to Vice President Al Gore.

Diego Gallegos lives in Albuquerque’s South Valley with his wife Teresa Archuleta,
an elementary school principal and her two children. His family came to the South
Valley in the 1600s and he and his family, his parents, three brothers, one sister and
their families have been lifetime residents there. Dr. Gallegos is currently an Assistant
Superintendent with the Albuquerque Public Schools where he leads the district’s
student and community support services, supports charter schools, serves as Title IX
coordinator, and leads the district's Cultural Proficiency initiative. Dr. Gallegos has been
a public school teacher, has held administrative positions within APS and the State
Department of Education, and serves his community on boards of several non-profit
organizations and education taskforces.
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Paul Guerin, Ph.D,, is the Director of the Center for Applied Research and Analysis
(CARA) at the Institute for Social Research (ISR) within the University of New Mexico.
He has worked at the ISR since 1992. He received his Ph.D. in Sociology from the
University of New Mexico in 1998 and taught part-time in the Sociology Department
at UNM for 14 years. His primary areas of research have included the criminal justice
system, the evaluation of criminal justice programs and substance abuse programs,
and DWI and alcohol-related motor vehicle crashes. He has been the Principal
Investigator or researcher on more than 75 evaluation projects.

Bhanu Joy Harrison, LISW, has been in private practice since 1984, first as a
massage therapist and, since 1994, as a social worker specializing in trauma
resolution and nervous system regulation. She has been interested in the intersection
of the nervous system, mindfulness, trauma and social engagement for many years.
Bhanu has taught continuing education ethics and cultural awareness classes to

social workers, counselors and massage therapists since 1992 and has been on the
teaching staff at the NM School of Natural Therapeutics since 1985. She has also done
individual consultations with both counselors and bodyworkers over the years.

Cory Jewell Jensen, M.S. is the Co-Director of the Center for Behavioral Intervention
in Beaverton, Oregon. Ms. Jensen has worked with adult sex offenders 28 years,
provided training and/or consultation a number of local and national organizations. Ms.
Jensen is an instructor for Portland State University's Child Welfare Training Program
and also teaches classes at the Oregon police academy. She has been awarded
Oregon’s Commercial Crime Prevention Award, the Champions for Children Award, the
OATSA Significant Achievement Award, the Nunnenkamp Award of Excellence, and the
Jan Hindman Memorial Award. Ms. Jensen has published a number of articles on the
evaluation and treatment of sex offenders, testified as an expert witness in local and
federal courts, and been a featured guest on radio talk shows and the Oprah Winfrey
Show.

Shannon L. Kennedy works with her husband, Joseph P Kennedy, in the Kennedy
Law Firm in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Their civil rights practice has focused primarily
on representing children who are victims of civil rights violations in New Mexico public
schools. Ms. Kennedy has worked with experts to increase safety for children in the
public schools and to prevent the unlawful arrest and restraint of children by law
enforcement officers. Ms. Kennedy is currently working with the New Mexico ACLU

on a class action suit to protect children in the Espanola Public Schools from bullying
and discrimination based on their ethnicity and gender. For the past several years,
Southwest Super Lawyers has listed Ms. Kennedy as a Super Lawyer specializing in civil
rights litigation.

Ken Kenney graduated from Cathedral College with a bachelor's degree in philosophy;
and then obtained a Master’s Degree in Social Work at the University of Michigan. For
the next 15 years, Mr. Kenney worked in a variety of research, clinical and management
positions. In 1983, he began working for the University of New Mexico Department

of Psychiatry in its forensic evaluation services unit. He also completed his doctorate
in clinical psychology at Fielding Graduate University. In 1987, Mr. Kenney founded

La Familia, a comprehensive mental health and social services agency. Mr. Kenney
continued to conduct research and provid evaluations clinical and court-related matters
as they related to a broad range of family, educational, psychological and civil matters.
Active in community and professional affairs, he continues to contribute his time
through board and fundraising activities.

Peter Klages graduated from the University of lllinois, College of Law in 1976. For
21 years he worked for the Children, Youth and Families Department, representing
the agency as a Children’s Court Attorney in various capacities, including managing
attorney and master level litigation specialist. He returned to private practice in 2007
focusing on legal issues affecting children, youth and families, including working with
the Institute of Public Law and the Youth Law Project of Pegasus Legal Services for
Children. He was one of the first nationally certified Child Welfare Law Specialists in
the nation and was a contributor to the 2007 update of the New Mexico Child Welfare
Handbook. He currently has a contract to represent respondents in Abuse/Neglect
cases in the Second Judicial District.

Jennifer Landau is a co-founder of the newly created New Mexico Immigrant Law
Center. Ms. Landau has been involved in immigration and refugee issues, providing
direct services and advocacy since 1999. In 2007 she was awarded a two-year Equal
Justice Works Fellowship to work with the EI Paso based Diocesan Migrant and Refugee

Services, Inc. on improving access to justice for New Mexican immigrants in deportation
proceedings. She was also presented the 2009 Justice Pamela B. Minzer Outstanding
Advocacy for Women award by the State Bar of New Mexico’s Committee on Women and
the Legal Profession. Ms. Landau often teaches as an adjunct faculty at the University
of New Mexico School of Law.

Rebecca Liggett graduated from the University of Kansas School of Law in 1986.

Ms. Liggett started her legal career practicing water law, first working for the state of
Kansas and then for the federal government with the Department of Interior, Bureau

of Indian Affairs. Ms. Liggett has been practicing as a Children’s Court Attorney with the
Children, Youth and Families Department since 1996. Ms. Liggett has represented CYFD
in Children’s Court in various counties throughout New Mexico. For the past five years,
Ms. Liggett has been the Department’s appellate attorney. Ms. Liggett is a past Chair of
the Children’s Law Section and is an NACC certified child welfare law specialist.

Stephen Littlejohn, Ph.D. A professor of communication for 26 years at Humboldt
State University in California, Dr. Littlejohn now serves as a lecturer for Communication
and Journalism, where he teaches courses in mediation and interpersonal
communication. Dr. Littlejohn is also Adjunct Professor of Communication for the
department and was recently named Outstanding Part-Time Instructor for the
department. He also won the Paul Re Peace Prize at UNM for his international work in
mediation and peacemaking. Dr. Littlejohn works as a mediator with individuals, groups
and organizations throughout the United States and abroad.

Greg MacKenzie is currently an attorney with Hurley Toevs Styles Hamblin & Panter
PA. Greg was admitted to practice in1993. Since 1997, Mr. MacKenzie has devoted
virtually all of his practice to representing clients in estate and trust litigation. This
includes representing clients who are contesting or defending the validity of wills, trusts
and other estate planning documents and those who are involved in litigation over the
administration of estates and trusts. Mr. MacKenzie also frequently handles litigation

in contested complex guardianships and conservatorships. He has been appointed

by judges in several of New Mexico’s judicial districts to serve as guardian ad litem for
incapacitated adults involved in those types of proceedings. Mr. MacKenzie has received
his certificate from the UNM School of Law mediation course and has served as a
mediator in cases involving contested trusts, probates and difficult guardianships and
conservatorships.

Thomas Mackie is a Research Associate at Tufts Medical Center and an Agency for
Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) Training Fellow at the Heller School for Social
Policy and Management at Brandeis University. Mr. Mackie serves as project manager
on three studies examining mental health services for youth in foster care, both
nationally and within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Mr. Mackie has published
both empirical and theoretical articles on medicalization and healthcare delivery for
children in foster care. Mr. Mackie holds a Master's degree in Public Health from Boston
University School of Public Health and Master of Arts in Social Policy from the Heller
School of Social Policy and Management at Brandeis University.

Brenda Manus is licensed as an LISW in New Mexico. She has worked for Children,
Youth and Families Department for 18 years. During this time she has worked as a
supervisor and Acting County Office manager in investigations, In Home Services,
Permanency Planning and Concurrent Planning. She was a Manager for the Adolescent
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and Adoption Resource Team and Juvenile Justice Inquiry Unit. She is currently involved
in the development and implementation of the NM Pifion Project and is the manager of

the team that will provide training and technical assistance for the NM Pifion Project and
Juvenile Justice Inquiry Unit.

Jessica Martin is a third-year law student at the University of New Mexico School

of Law. She has extensive experience as an immigration advocate and as a child
advocate. She was awarded the prestigious Maggio Immigrants’ Rights Fellowship in
2011 to work on a children’s advocacy project with the New Mexico Immigrant Law
Center. In 2010, she was an intern at the Corinne Wolfe Children’s Law Center. Prior to
law school, Ms. Martin worked at Southern Arizona Legal Aid, Inc. in Tucson, Arizona
preparing immigration applications for women, men, and children who were victims

of domestic violence and violent crimes. Ms. Martin also served as a CASA in Arizona
representing the best interests of children in dependency proceedings. She is now a
licensed foster and adoptive parent in New Mexico. Her law school training has focused
on immigration law, children’s law and criminal law.

Jeanne Masterson is currently Chief Juvenile Probation Officer in Bernalillo County for
the Children Youth and Families Department. Previous professional experience includes
the past 16 years as a Juvenile Corrections Officer at the Youth Diagnostic Development
Center, a Juvenile Probation Officer, Juvenile Probation Supervisor and Acting Regional
Administrator, all in Bernalillo County. Ms. Masterson have many years experience
working with adolescents in a non-professional atmosphere as well having coached
youth soccer for over 20 years.

Jill May, LMSW, received her Master of Social Work from New Mexico Highlands
University. Ms. May has worked with the Children, Youth and Families Department for
eight years and is currently the Foster Care and Adoption Bureau Chief. She is the Vice
President of the National Association of State Adoption Programs and is also on the
advisory council for the All Children All Families Initiative. She provides training to employees,
foster and adoptive parents and stakeholders across the state of New Mexico.

Doug Mitchell started his career in Juvenile Justice in 1973 as the Juvenile Probation
Officer for the Second Judicial District Court. He has held positions as JPPO Supervisor,
Deputy Court Administrator, Chief JPPO, JPPO Regional Administrator, Superintendent
of Youth Diagnostic and Development Center/New Mexico Girl's School, and Juvenile
Justice Division Director for the State of New Mexico Children, Youth, and Families
Department. Since retiring in1999 from the State of New Mexico, he has been
working for Bernalillo County implementing the Annie E. Casey Foundation (AECF),
Juvenile Detention Alternative Initiative (JDAI). In 2005, the AECF named Bernalillo
County as one of its four JDAI model sites for the nation. Mr. Mitchell has also taught
in the Criminal Justice Department for the local community college and presented at
numerous national conferences.

Jose Muiioz is the Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative (JDAI) Program Manager
for the Bernalillo County Youth Services Center. His role is to coordinate communication
to improve the juvenile justice system. BCYSC is a national model site for JDAI which

is implemented in over 35 states and 150 jurisdictions. Jose also serves as the chair
person for the collaborative team assembled to address racial and ethnic disparities
within the juvenile justice system. Mr. Mufioz remains active in the Bernalillo County
community as the president of the Partnership for Community Action Board of Directors
and county liaison for the Albuguerque/Bernalillo County Community Schools Partnership.

Tony Ortiz, .D,, is the Director of the New Mexico Sentencing Commission at the
Institute for Social Research (ISR) within the University of New Mexico. He received his
law degree from the University of lowa in 1987. Mr. Ortiz worked for the Minnesota
Attorney General's Office from 1987 to 1989. Subsequently, he moved to New Mexico
and worked for the New Mexico Legislative Council Service from 1989 to 2004. Since
2004, he has worked at the New Mexico Sentencing Commission.

Jerry Ortiz y Pino was first elected to the NM Senate in 2004 and re-elected in
2008. He represents State Senate District 12, essentially downtown Albuguerque,

a portion of the South Valley and the older neighborhoods surrounding downtown:
Martinez, Barelas, South Broadway, Huning-Highland and the UNM area. He is a retired
social worker who spent all 41 years of his professional career in New Mexico, first in
direct services to children and families and later in university teaching, administration
and public policy advocacy. He has extensive experience in the behavioral health field
and has helped found five separate charter high schools, all of which serve those who
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have already dropped out and are being re-involved in education. Three of those are
in Albuguerque (including Gordon Bernell at the Metropolitan Detention Center), one is
in Deming and one is in Anthony.

Jennifer Padgett is the assistant general counsel to Governor Martinez, she has

functioned as acting general counsel for Children, Youth, and Families Department.

As a former lawyer in the District Attorney’s office, she brings a unique discourse to
children’s advocacy. She is a warrior for children and their safety.

Bob Phillips is a tenured instructor of psychology and sociology at Eastern New
Mexico University-Roswell who recently became the first New Mexican to graduate with
a doctorate in Behavioral Health (DBH) from Arizona State University. A professional
social worker, counselor, educator and trainer with 30 years experience in the provision
and evaluation of community mental health and substance abuse services, Mr. Phillips
is Coordinator of ENMU-R’s Program of Human Services and Addictions Studies. He
has been a leader in developing First Steps Towards Reunification, an evidence-based
transtheoretical program drawing on motivational interviewing techniques designed to
empower parents whose children have come into CYFD custody and give them the tools
to start changing their lives.

Sarah Piltch graduated from UNM Law School in 2000. She has been the Children’s
Court Prosecutor in the First Judicial District Attorney’s office for the last three years,
handling delinquency cases from Santa Fe, Rio Arriba and Los Alamos counties. She
was awarded the District's Prosecutor of the Year Award in 2010. She previously
practiced special education law at the Cuddy Law Firm. Prior to that she was a

staff attorney at the New Mexico Environmental Law Center where she practiced
environmental law, advocating on behalf of low-income community groups.

Kayla Pope is a child and adolescent psychiatrist and clinical research fellow at the
National Institute of Mental Health. Her research using fMRI technology, explores the
neurocircuitry of aggression in children diagnosed with conduct disorder. Prior to
medical school, Dr. Pope was an attorney and worked in the areas of juvenile justice
and child welfare.

Lisa Portune, MSW, LISW has over 20 years experience in the Child Welfare arena,
which includes investigative and supervisory positions within both the Department of
Jobs and Family Services and the Hamilton County Juvenile Court, located in Cincinnati,
Ohio. In 1999, Ms. Portune became a juvenile court consultant. In her role as a
consultant, Ms. Portune’s focus has been on the improvement of court management
information systems, best practice, judicial leadership, performance measurement and
disaster planning. Ms. Portune has authored and co-authored various publications and
made numerous presentations to judges and dependency stakeholders concerning
the importance of court data and performance measurement. She has also acted in
the role of trainer/facilitator concerning CIP planning, Judicial Leadership, Resource
Guidelines and Case flow Management.

Barb Putnam, LICSW has worked in a variety of roles in Washington for 27 years

with a specialized focus on complex children and their families who cross over multiple
systems. As a children’s mental health specialist she worked in community mental health
in the Seattle area, coordinated the interagency staffing team, and coordinated the
children’s long-term in-patient programs. She taught at the University of Washington,
School of Social Work as an intenerate professor between 1997 to 2004 in their
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Children and Families in Multiple Systems class. In 2004 she began working for the
Washington State, Department of Social and Health Services where she currently is the
Supervisor of the Well-Being and Adolescent Services unit for Children’s Administration.

Margaret A. Curtin Rey-Bear, MA, is a Licensed Professional Clinical Mental Health
Counselor (LPCC) who has worked with adolescents with substance abuse issues
and their families at the Center for Family and Adolescent Research for over 10
years. She is also a private practitioner specializing in substance abuse treatment
for adolescents and their families and the Clinical Expert for the Heroin Awareness
Committee. From 2002 to 2005, Ms. Rey-Bear worked as a project coordinator on
several NIH-funded treatment grants. In addition to her work as a therapist, Ms.
Rey-Bear has been a guest lecturer for the University of New Mexico's Counseling
Program and the UNM National Sports Program, as well a guest speaker in various
school and community settings.

Allan Rider served in the United States Marine Corp as a Radio Telegraph Operator
and was Deputy Sheriff for the Bernalillo County Sheriff's Department from 1984 to
2004. During his tenure with the sheriff's department he supervised deputies working
in child abuse and sex crime investigations, and worked toward the development of

the Children’s Safe House of Albuguerque. Mr. Rider retired from the Bernalillo County
Sheriff’s Department 2004 and has been a member of the Albuquerque Public Schools
Police Department since 2005. Mr. Rider currently supervises the officers and campus
service aides who are assigned to the APS high schools and middle schools on the east
side of Albuquerque and is a member of the Safe Schools Healthy Students Core team.

Scott L. Rogers, M.S., 1.D. is founder and director of the Mindfulness in Law
Program at the University of Miami School of Law and of the Institute for Mindfulness
Studies in Miami Beach, Florida. Mr. Rogers is the creator of Jurisight®, the mindfulness
program developed for legal professionals. In 2007, the Florida CLE workshop,
“Mindfulness, Balance & The Lawyer's Brain” was among the first in the country to
integrate mindfulness and the law and to introduce neuroscience research along with
contemplative practices. Mr. Rogers is author of The Six-Minute Solution: A Mindfulness
Primer for Lawyers, Mindfulness for Law Students, and Mindful Parenting: Meditations
Verses and Visualizations for a More Joyful Life.

John J. Romero Jr. serves in the Second Judicial District Court as Presiding Judge
of the Children’s Court Division. The cases before him include delinquency matters,
child welfare and adoptions. Judge Romero is actively involved in his community’s
family violence prevention efforts and was recognized by the New Mexico Coalition
Against Domestic Violence with the 2007 Spirit Advocacy Award. He presides over
the Program for the Empowerment of Girls (PEG), an intensive multidisciplinary
juvenile probation program for girls who have some type of violence in their history.
Judge Romero is Co-Chair of the Children’s Court Improvement Commission and is a
member of the Tribal-State Judicial Consortium. He is the first judge in the country
to be recognized as a Certified Child Welfare Law Specialist by the ABA-accredited
National Association of Counsel for Children. In 2011, Judge Romero received the
Governor's Lifetime Achievement Award for his significant contributions to New
Mexico through volunteer efforts.

Demian Rubalcaba is a recent NMSU MSW graduate with an undergraduate in
psychology and philosophy from UNM. Mr. Rubalcaba spent the majority of his twenties
as a heroin and methamphetamine addict, in and out of jail, rehab, and state and
federal legal systems. He has been clean for 6 years. Mr. Rubalcaba has worked in
clinical settings directed at substance abuse issues with adults and advocates for
struggling addicts. He is currently a Substance Abuse Prevention and Intervention
Specialist at Robert F. Kennedy Charter High School.

Maria Sanchez-Gagne is an Assistant Attorney General at the office of the New
Mexico Attorney General. Ms. Sanchez-Gagne is Director of the Border Violence
Division. This division provides specialized legal and technical assistance and training to
local and state agencies in New Mexico in matters of international criminal extraditions,
human trafficking and money laundering. Ms. Sanchez-Gagne was instrumental in
drafting New Mexico’s state human trafficking Law. Ms. Sanchez-Gagne represents

the Attorney General in cases that involve foreign prosecutions with Mexico in order to
extradite and prosecute Mexican nationals who commit heinous crimes in New Mexico
and flee to evade justice. Ms. Sanchez-Gagne has prosecuted a variety of cases
including homicides, violent crimes, and child abuse and is currently prosecuting the
first cases of human trafficking in New Mexico.

David R. Schmidt has been the Executive Director of the New Mexico Council on
Crime and Delinquency since 1971. He currently serves as Chair of the New Mexico
Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee; is the National Inmediate Past Chair of the Coalition
for Juvenile Justice (ClJ) 20011-2012; is a member of and serves on the Executive
Board of the National Juvenile Justice Network; and was the inaugural chair of the
Federal Advisory Committee on Juvenile Justice (FACI]) 2004-2007 responsible for
advising the President, Congress and the Department of Justice on juvenile justice
issues. Mr. Schmidt received his Bachelor of Science degree from Drake University and
his Master of Arts in Social Work from Indiana University. He has consulted, trained,
lectured and made presentations in all 50 states over his career.

Thomas E. Swisstack has lived in New Mexico and the City of Rio Rancho for more
than 30 years. He has been in the juvenile justice system for more than 25 years

and served as a U.S. federal probation officer, executive director for a drug abuse
center, assistant chief of juvenile probation and parole, and director of the Bernalillo
County Juvenile Detention Center. Effective July 31, 2010, Mr. Swisstack began

serving as Deputy County Manager for Public Safety. As an elected official, Mr. Swisstack
has held the following offices: Sandoval County Commissioner (1987-1994); Mayor of
Rio Rancho (1994-1998); New Mexico State House of Representatives (2002-2008);
Mayor of Rio Rancho (March 2008 - March 2010 / elected to complete mayoral term);
Mayor of Rio Rancho (Elected to serve a four-year term in March 2010). In fall 2010,
Swisstack was named by New Mexico IDEA as “2010 Public Servant of the Year” for his
role in economic development in New Mexico.

Marvin Ventrell founded the Juvenile Law Society in 2009, following 16 years as the
chief executive officer of the National Association of Counsel for Children (NACC). Mr.
Ventrell, together with his colleague Donald Duquette from the University of Michigan,
with funding from the U.S. Dept. of HHS Children’s Bureau, established Child Welfare Law
as a formal legal specialty in the US. They then created the NACC Child Welfare Attorney
Certification Program through which attorneys may obtain the Child Welfare Law
Specialist (CWLS) credential. Mr. Ventrell brought his trial practice expertise from his
litigation practice to the juvenile law arena and, together with the National Institute for
Trial Advocacy (NITA), established the Rocky Mountain Child Advocacy Training Institute,
now in its 15th year. He serves as a faculty trial skills trainer for NITA's National,
Regional, and Specialty Programs.

Jennifer M. Weiss is currently the Vice President of Information Technology at Sandia
Laboratory Federal Credit Union. She has been with the Credit Union for over 15 years
where she has been in a management and leadership position for most of that time.
Ms. Weiss has her bachelor’s of science in Information Technology and a Masters

of Business Administration from UNM. Ms. Weiss is also the President of the Heroin
Awareness Committee, a 501¢3 Non-Profit agency started in April, 2010. Ms. Weiss
started the Heroin Awareness Committee (HAC) after she found out that her 16-year-
old son was abusing heroin. Her son struggled with a heroin addiction for two years
before passing away of an overdose on August 13, 2011. Ms. Weiss continues to fight
for awareness, prevention and treatment for opiate addiction in NM.

Jane B. Yohalem is certified as an appellate practice specialist by the New Mexico
Board of Legal Specialization. She is in private practice in Santa Fe, NM. She has
represented Respondents in termination of parental rights appeals for fifteen years.
She graduated from Columbia University Law School in 1975 and received masters of
law degree from Georgetown University Law School in 1976. Following her graduation,
Ms. Yohalem worked for more than ten years for the Mental Health Law Project, opening
her own appellate practice in 1997, representing clients in both civil and criminal
appeals, as well as in termination of parental rights cases. Her work in appellate
practice is recognized in New Mexico Super Lawyers 2009, 2010 and 2011 editions as
well as in Best Lawyers in America.

Monica Zamora is a District Court Judge assigned to the Children’s Court Division for
the Second Judicial District Court. As a District Court Judge, her caseload includes abuse
and neglect proceedings, adoptions, delinquency, and emancipations. She also serves as
the Juvenile Drug Court Judge, where she established an Adult Mentor Dinner Program
for the Drug Court participants and other Children’s Court Program participants. Prior to
her appointment to the District Court bench in November 2005, Judge Zamora practiced
for over 18 years representing both plaintiffs and defendants. Her practice also included
domestic, stepparent, grandparent, relative, and international adoptions. Judge Zamora
graduated from the University of New Mexico School of Law in 1987. In 2008, she
received the Governor's Award for Outstanding New Mexico Women.
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Notes for Evaluation

Keep notes here that you would like to remember to

tell the conference planning committee about each work-
shop. Electronic evaluations will be emailed on January
17,2012. We will be asking you to rate the workshops
based on whether or not they were informative, helpful to
your work and on the effectiveness of the presentations.
The evaluation will also solicit your feedback for future
conferences.
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