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Wednesday, January 8, 2020
8:00 am – 11:00 am	 Pre-Conference Session
	 Facilitator: Laura van Dernoot Lipsky 

8:30 am – 11:45am 	 NACC Red Book Training
7:30 am – 1:00 pm	 Conference Registration and Sign-in
1:30 pm – 3:00 pm 	 Opening Session 
	 Welcome
	 Chief Justice Judith K. Nakamura,
		  New Mexico Supreme Court 

	 Opening Remarks:
	 Master of Ceremony, Beth Gillia,
	 Director, Corinne Wolfe Center for Child and 		
		  Family Justice

Keynote Presentation
Dr. Jaiya John 

Honoring the Medicine Wheel:
Courageous Change and the Sacred Web of Life
Jaiya John will be available to meet attendees and sign 
books near the registration desk immediately after the 
Opening Keynote Presentation and on Thursday morning

3:00 pm – 3:30 pm	 Break

3:30 pm – 5:00 pm	 Workshop Session I
5:00 pm – 6:00 pm	 Social Hour for all CLI Attendees

Thursday, January 9, 2020
8:30 am – 10:00 am	 Workshop Session II 
10:00 am – 10:30 am	 Break

10:30 am – 12:00 pm	 Workshop Session III 
12:00 pm – 1:15 pm	 Lunch (On your own)

1:30 pm – 3:00 pm	 Workshop Session IV 
3:00 pm – 3:30 pm	 Break

3:30 pm – 5:00 pm	 Workshop Session V 

Friday, January 10, 2020
8:30 am – 10:00 am	 Workshop Session VI
10:00 am – 10:30 am	 Break

10:30 am – 12:30 pm	 Closing Session
	 Closing Remarks: 
	 Nick Costales, Deputy Director of Field Services, 		
		  CYFD Juvenile Justice Division

	 Brian Blalock, CYFD Cabinet Secretary

	 Keynote Presentation
	 Dr. Amelia Franck Meyer

		  Building a New Way, Together! 

Conference Overview Special thanks to
2020 CLI Planning
Committee
Elizabeth Bennett, Program Manager,  
Southwest Regional Training Center, NMSU

Bob Brazell, Program Specialist, Sr., 
Southwest Regional Training Center, NMSU

Shelly Bucher, Program Director, Substitute 
Care Review Council

Nick Costales, Deputy Director of Field 
Services, CYFD Juvenile Justice Division

Alyssa Davis, Youth Advocate, NMCAN

Serra R. Dittel-Payne, Policy and Procedure 
Coordinator, CYFD Protective Services 
Division

Farra Fong, NE Regional Trainer and Coach, 
CYFD Protective Services Division

Beth Gillia, Director, UNM Corinne Wolfe 
Center for Child and Family Justice

Michelle Harwood, Volunteer Supervisor, 
CASA First District

Leslie Jones, Contract Attorney

Rebecca Liggett, Chief Children’s Court 
Attorney, CYFD Protective Services Division

Brenda Manus, Manager, CYFD Protective 
Services Division

Marco Martinez, Youth Advocate, NMCAN

Erika Meadows, Juvenile Probation Officer 
Supervisor, Colfax/Union County Juvenile 
Probation Office

Robert Morrison, Program Manager, CYFD 
Protective Services

Alison Pauk, Assoc. Trial Attorney, ABQ 
Juvenile Division, Law Office of the Public 
Defender

Susana Regalado de Corral, Program 
Coordinator, NM Administrative Office of the 
Courts

Arika Sanchez, Director of Policy and 
Advocacy, NMCAN

Brooke Stanley Tou, Director, Southwest 
Regional Training Center, NMSU

Staff of the Southwest Regional Training 
Center at New Mexico State University

Elizabeth Bennett, Bob Brazell, Lorretta Diaz, 
Sandra Gallegos, Rebecca Hamilton, Alana 
Hancock, Julia Maciel, Lindsay Madden, Mary 
Ortaleza, Brooke Stanley Tou



THE 27TH ANNUAL Children’s Law Institute 

2

Crowd Compass CLI App 
Please download the Crowd Compass CLI App for 
detailed descriptions, session materials and speaker 
bios. You may also view the descriptions on the CLI 
website www.childrenslawinstitute.org. Check your 
email or visit the conference registration desk for 
more information on the CLI App.

Conference Evaluations
You may provide evaluations through the Crowd 
Compass App during the conference or after the 
conference via a SurveyMonkey link that will be sent 
to your email. To provide an evaluation through the 
App, scroll down the workshop description page 
and click on the ‘evaluation’ tab to open the survey.

Continuing Education
Continuing Education Credits (CEUs) for social workers are available for most workshops at CLI. Please 
see documentation form for approved session hours. CYFD Foster Care licensing and the NM Counseling 
Board honor Social Work CEUs. Some workshops also qualify for cultural competence CEUs. To receive a 
CEU certificate for the sessions you attend, you must sign-in each day and submit a CEU documentation 
form at the end of each day of the conference. Failure to sign-in or submit the form each day will result in 
a loss of credit hours. Certificates will be emailed after the conference.

Continuing Legal Education Credits (CLEs) for attorneys and judges are available for most workshops at 
CLI. Please see documentation form for approved session hours. To receive CLE credits, you must complete 
the CLE form and return it to the registration table.
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Special Meetings & Events

Wednesday, January 8th 

Children’s Court Mediation
Program Meeting
12:00 pm – 1:15 pm

Tablao Flamenco Room

Youth Attorney and GaL Lunch
12:00 pm – 1:15 pm

Hotel Albuquerque Qbar

Tickets $20, available for purchase 
when you register or onsite at the 
conference.

Thursday, January 9th

Children’s Court Mediation 
Program Meeting
12:00 pm – 1:15 pm

Tablao Flamenco Room 

Respondent Attorney Lunch
12:00 pm – 1:15 pm

Hotel Albuquerque Qbar

Tickets $20, available for purchase 
when you register or onsite at the 
conference.

Judges and Parent Luncheon
12:00 pm – 1:15 pm

Fireplace Room

By invitation only, must RSVP.

(Thursday Continued)

Children’s Law Section Meeting
3:00 pm – 3:30 pm

Hotel Albuquerque Qbar

Children’s Court Judges Meeting
1:15 pm – 3:00 pm

Fireplace Room

CJAAG meeting
5:00 pm

Fireplace Room

Friday, January 10th

Tribal Customary Adoption Task
Force Meeting
12:30 pm – 2:30 pm

Fireplace Room

Featured Speakers:

Thursday, January 9th
10:30 am - 12:00 pm

Dr. Andrew Hsi Lexie Gruber Dr. Sam Himelstein 
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Please download the Crowd 
Compass CLI App for detailed 
descriptions, session materials and 
speaker bios. You may also view 
the descriptions on the CLI website 
www.childrenslawinstitute.org. 
Please check your email or visit the 
conference registration desk for 
more information on the CLI App. 
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2020 CLI Conference Highlights

Wednesday, January 8th
▷ 8:00 am - 11:00 am • Pre-Conference Session • Salon D & E
Transforming Trauma – How To Do This Work and Sustain 
Presenter: Laura van Dernoot Lipsky, Founder and Director of The Trauma Stewardship Institute

▷ 8:30 am - 11:45 am
• National Association of Counsel for Children (NACC) Red Book Training • Franciscan Room
The Context of Child Welfare Law and Legal Framework Part 1
Presenter: Betsy Fordyce, JD, CWLS, Rocky Mountain Children’s Law Center

▷ 1:30pm - 3:00pm • Opening Session • Alvarado Ballroom
Welcome
Opening Remarks

Master of Ceremonies, Beth Gillia

Opening Keynote Presentation:
▶ Honoring the Medicine Wheel:
Courageous Change and the Sacred Web of Life
Presenter: Dr. Jaiya John, Founder of Soul Water Rising
Dr. Jaiya John was born into foster care in New Mexico, and is an internationally recognized 
freedom worker, author, speaker, poet, and youth mentor. Jaiya is the founder of Soul Water Rising, 
a global rehumanizing and mission that has donated thousands of Jaiya’s books in support of 
social healing, and offers scholarships to displaced and vulnerable youth. Jaiya is also the founder 
of Freedom Project, a global initiative reviving traditional community gathering and storytelling 

practices to fertilize social healing and liberation. He is a former professor of social psychology at Howard University, 
has authored numerous books, and has spoken to over a million people worldwide and audiences as large as several 
thousand, including national and international conferences, schools, Indigenous reservations and communities, prisons 
and detention centers, shelters, and universities. Jaiya is a National Science Foundation fellow, and holds doctorate and 
master’s degrees in social psychology from the University of California, Santa Cruz, with a focus on intergroup relations 
and identity development. As an undergraduate, he attended Lewis & Clark College in Portland, Oregon, and lived in 
Kathmandu, Nepal, where he studied Tibetan Holistic Medicine through independent research with Tibetan doctors. 

▷ 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm • Social Hour • Hotel Albuquerque QBar

Thursday, January 9th: Workshops Just for Youth
Are you 26 or younger?
Consider attending these two workshops designed FOR YOUTH ATTENDEES ONLY! 
▷ 8:30 am - 10:00 am 
• People Powered Reform: Why Lived Experience is Essential to Advocacy • Fireplace Room
Presenter: Lexie Gruber, Advocate for Youth in Foster Care

▷ 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm • Using Mindfulness as a Strategy for Self-Care, Emotional Regulation, and 
Personal Growth • Turquoise Room
Presenter: Dr. Sam Himelstein, Formerly Incarcerated Youth 

Please see center of program for the Conference at a Glance. 
Please download the Crowd Compass CLI App for detailed descriptions, session materials and speaker bios. 
You may also view the descriptions on the CLI website www.childrenslawinstitute.org. Check your email or 
visit the conference registration desk for more information on the CLI App. 
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Child Welfare and Juvenile Justice Excellence Awards

Please visit the Excellence Award Recipient Exhibition to see who was selected and learn a little 
more about them.

Please congratulate all the 2020 Nominees:

Peggy Adegoke 

Michelle Anaya 

Rosa Barraza 

Jennie Becerra 

Maralyn Beck 

Tyler Benting 

Rita Blazaitis 

Alex Bower 

The Attachment 		
	 Healing Center 

Jesse Clifton 

Daniel Dougherty 

Alyssa Davis 

Nita Day 

Alexis De La Cruz 

Kris Degenhardt 

Meghan DeHerrera 

Jennifer DeLaney 

Tabitha Denny 

Asilee Ferris 

Beth Gillia 

Jeremiah Hall 

Jack Hancock 

Yasmin Haque 

Alisha Hawthorne-		
	 Martinez 

Jana Hern 

Sarah Jacobs 

Sergio Jeminez  

Gayle Lane 

Janna Lopez  

Monica Ly 

Angelina Maldonaldo

Jasmyn Marquez 

Lindsay McDonnell-		
	 Benatar 

Susan Merrill 

Tom Moorhead 

Clarence “Harley” 		
	 Murray 

Elizabeth Nelson 

Renee Ornelas 

PB & J Family 		
	 Services 

William Pogue 

Linda Porter 

Sarah Rael 

Melissa Reiter 

Erik Rivera 

Alma Roberson 

Marion Rutter 

Melynn Schuyler 

Deedee Stroud 

James Sumrow 

Cheryl Vargas 

Lori Vigil 

2020 CLI Conference Highlights (continued)

Friday January 10th 
▷ 10:30 am - 12:30 pm • Closing Session • Alvarado Ballroom
Welcome
Master of Ceremonies, Nick Costales

Closing Remarks
Brian Blalock, CYFD Cabinet Secretary

Closing Keynote Presentation:
▶ Building a New Way, Together!
Presenter: Dr. Amelia Franck Meyer, Founder and CEO of Alia
Dr. Amelia Franck Meyer is the founder and CEO of Alia: innovations for people and systems 
impacted by childhood trauma. Alia is building a Proof of Concept that public child welfare 
agencies can serve as primary prevention agencies with a newly redesigned purpose of keeping 
children safe with, not from, their families.  Amelia and her team believe that what all children 
need most is an uninterrupted sense of belonging that only their family can provide.   

Alia works with child welfare leaders who are innovators and early adapters in jurisdictions around 
the country and the globe to create transformational change child welfare.  Team Alia and partners are laser-focused on 
building a new way of work that focuses on helping parents to safely parent their children, not separating families and 
“treating” children after abuse has already occurred.  Additionally, Amelia and her team are building evidence for a new 
way including commissioning social return on investment studies, research briefs, and outcomes reports to help chart a new 
pathway forward with a strong commitment to anti-racism. 
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Our 2020 Sponsors
Special Thanks to

Administrative Office of the Courts
Children’s Juvenile Justice Act Advisory Group

New Mexico Judicial Education Center
New Mexico State Bar

Special thanks to our
Platinum Sponsor!
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Hotel Chaco

Hotel Albuquerque

Meeting 
Room

Hotel Albuquerque

Hotel Chaco

Tablao 
Flamenco 

Room

Meeting 
Room
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10 Program design by Santana Lopez, Innovative Media Research and Extension

January 8–10, 2020:
Hotel Albuquerque, Old Town

Walking the Talk: Prevention, 
Support, and Radical Acceptance

childrenslawinstitute.org


