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Introduction

The 31st Annual New Mexico Children’s Law Institute (CLI) was held in-person from Wednesday, January 10th through
Friday, January 12th, 2024, with virtual conference sessions Tuesday, January 9th, 2024, as well as virtually livestreamed
keynote addresses. For over thirty years, the Children’s Law Institute has focused on new and emerging trends and best
practices in ever changing child welfare and juvenile justice environments. Through the CLI, the child welfare and
juvenile justice communities have successfully advocated for blending systems and preserving connections. Together the
CLI community has learned the importance of a trauma-informed approach, acquired skills for enhancing practice, and
deepened its service to children and youth by focusing on empathy and compassion.

This year’s conference included 45 unique workshops that provided attendees an opportunity to continue striving to
improve the child welfare and juvenile justice systems while fostering understanding, compassion and excitement to
make a difference in the lives of those they serve. The conference planning committee made the decision to hold the
conference in-person while still live streaming the keynote events, and having virtual workshop presentations on
Tuesday January 9% for attendees who could not attend in person. This allowed attendees utilize the web-based version
of the Attendee Hub event platform to assist attendees in navigating the conference program and used Zoom as the
online platform, through Attendee Hub, to host virtual conference sessions and to livestream keynote sessions. Overall
attendees were satisfied with the ease of access to the hybrid event and access to all of the key information.

This year CLI offered two pre-sessions. The first being the documentary movie Earth Mama. With two children in foster
care, Gia, a pregnant single mother pitted against the system, fights to reclaim her family. In her close-knit Bay Area
community, she works to make a life for herself and her kids. After the film, attendees were invited to consider and
share their responses to discussion questions facilitated by Elizabeth Bennett, MSW, MPH. This allowed participants to
reflect on how their work relates to Gia’s experience in the film.

The second pre-session was a Supreme Court Roundtable: Children’s and Parent’s Rights at the Highest Court. This
session provided an overview of seminal Supreme Court jurisprudence from recent years, focusing on opinions that have
significantly shaped civil rights and the practice of child protection law. SCOTUS cases impacting reproductive health
LGBTQIA+ protections, and indigenous rights will be discussed. In an increasingly unfederated landscape, panelists will
explain the current import of these cases and provide tips on how best to advocate for children and parents at the state
level.

Opening keynote speaker Hassan Davis shared his experiences through the education, justice, and social service
systems. Hasan highlighted what he affectionately refers to as “hope dealers”. These hope dealers are the individuals
that he met who helped empower and encourage him on his journey, and who have the influence to change the way the
youth encounter the education, justice and social service systems. He shared how attendees can adopt simple strategies
to become hope dealers in their own work. Day two keynote speaker, Frank Picone, inspired attendees to adopt a
Mindset of Hope when working in the child welfare and juvenile justice systems. His expertise highlighted ways that
attendees could create more positive work cultures and cultivate a calm, understanding and compassionate system for
the support of trauma-impacted youth. Closing keynote speaker, Veronica Krupnick, shared her lived experience with
the child welfare system. She inspired and encouraged attendees to consider how the cultural fabric of New Mexico
intersects with the child and family service systems.

The Children’s Law Institute is a multi-agency and organization collaboration, led by the Children’s Court Improvement
Project of the NM Supreme Court. The annual conference was planned and coordinated by the New Mexico
Administrative Office of the Courts, the Center of Innovation for Behavioral Health and Wellbeing at New Mexico State
University and the UNM Institute of Public Law, Corinne Wolfe Center for Child and Family Justice. Major contributors to
the planning process include the New Mexico Children, Youth, and Families Department’s Divisions of Juvenile Justice,
Protective Services, and Behavioral Health; the Office of Family Representation and Advocacy, and representatives of
the court including contract attorneys, Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA), and State and Tribal Judges. Major
financial sponsorship of the 2024 CLI was from the NM Supreme Court, The Children’s Justice Act Advisory Group, and



the New Mexico State Bar - Children’s Law Section. For a complete list of financial sponsors for this year’s conference,
see page 13.

2024 Theme Description
Illuminated by Hope: Forging a Path to Empathy, Equity, and Accountability

Hope is a transformative force to be cultivated, embraced, and shared. Research shows that hope predicts well-being
and influences all aspects of our lives, from personal growth to public policy. Our collective embodiment of hope fuels
our effort to actualize a system that embraces empathy, recognizes the importance of equity, and holds us accountable
to protect and empower New Mexico’s children and families.

Let us be inspired by the power of hope as our guiding light for the 31st Children’s Law Institute. Join us for an energizing
and thought-provoking conference where we will learn from experts, engage in meaningful discussions, and connect
with our peers to celebrate the work of stakeholders committed to creating an empathetic, equitable, and accountable
System of Care. llluminated by the conversations and insights shared in community, and wielding hope throughout a
year of review and reform, together we will forge a path toward a brighter future.

The CLI is a statewide, multidisciplinary conference that brings over 1,000 various professionals together in a unique
learning environment focused on improving the health, safety, and wellbeing of the children and families who are

involved in—or who are at risk of becoming involved in—state or tribal child welfare or juvenile justice systems in New
Mexico.

2024 Conference Attendance

This year, 1,143 participants registered for the conference with 931 in attendance. There were 939 people who
registered to attend the conference in person, 63 who registered as presenters, either online or in person, and 68
who were registered virtually only. The breakdown of persons registering and attending, as well as those
responding to the evaluation survey follows.

2024 Registration

Registration by category:
Total Registered: 1,143

Registration Breakdown by Payment Category: Other Registration Information:
Judge: 29
Attorney: 75

Tribal Court Partners: 32

OFRA Practitioners: 35

CYFD Professional/Attorney: 371
General Professional: 322
Volunteer/Resource Parents: 60
Youth: 10

Virtual Only: 65

Exhibitor Only: 24

Total with no category selected: 53

Presenters Only: 67



Registration by Position (self-report):

Registrants were asked to select a category that best described their job role.

CYFD PS Children’s Court CYFD Projective Services Family Peer Support Law Enforcement- 4

Attorney- 32 Staff- 256 Worker- 25

Contract Attorney- 85 School Social Worker- 42 Medical Professional- 3 Resource Parent/Adoptive

Parent- 6

CYFD Behavioral Health Service Provider- 86 Educator- 10 Casa Staff/Volunteer- 81

Services - 40

CYFD Juvenile Justice Early Childhood Education | CYFD Administrator- 6 Substitute Care Advisory

Services/Juvenile Probation | and Care Department Council- 14

Officer- 36 Staff- 10

State of NM Judge- 24 Student- 11 Therapist/Counselor/Social | Tribal Court Judge- 4
Worker- 60

Public Defender- 2 Wraparound Facilitator- Youth- 8 Youth Support Services Life

11 Skills Coach- 5
Parent/Family Member- 1 Other- 282

Attendance breakdown by Conference Session

The following is estimated attendance based on CLI staff headcount during the Zoom sessions.

Presenters Estimated
Attendance

Virtual Pre-Conference- January 9", 2024

Virtual Session One: 8:30 AM-10:00 AM

Inclusion & Reducing Violence for Youth with
Disabilities

Alena Schaim 202

Jiovanna Shipp, Alison Endicott-Quinones, Stephanie
Nothing About Them Without Them: Chavez, Honorable A. Daniel Bryant, Lynn Perls, 107
Cristen Conley, Jared Kallunki and Elliot Pending

Virtual Session Two: 10:30 AM-12:00 PM

Comfortin Chaos: When Stress Becomes Addictive | Freida Baker and Sophy Shore 260

Navigating Cross-Cultural Communication:
Strategies for Attorneys and Paralegals

Virtual Session Three: 1:30 PM-3:00 PM

Identifying and Supporting Youth who have been
Commercially Sexually Exploited: Best Practices on
Screening and Providing Intentional Trauma Informed
Care
Special Immigrant Juvenile Classification Act
(SUUCA) - Implementation of the New Law Protecting | Linda Wilson and Jessica Martinez 65
Vulnerable Youth
A “Five W’s (and H)” Discussion of Race and
Ethnicity in Child Welfare

Virtual Session Four: 3:30 PM- 5:00 PM

Teresa Gregersen 46

Caroline Greig and Skyler Larkin 86

Salih C. Alexander 150




The Role of the Guardian ad Litem for Represented

Individuals

Cristen Conley

Individuals Cristen Conley 47
Goodbye Anxiety, Hello Freedom Stephanie Dalfonzo 89
Indian Family Protection Act: First Year Review Dr. Christina M. Slsr?eros’ Donalyn Sarracino, Isabel 119
Guerrero, Grace Nailor
PRE-SESSION - January 10", 2024
Pre-Session One: 9:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Earth Mama Film Screening Elizabeth Bennett 150
Pre-Session Two: 10:00 AM- 11:30 AM
US Supreme Court Cases Impacting Child Welfare- for Leslie Jones, Currey Cook, Noran Elzarka 75
Attorneys, Judges and Hearing Officers
DAY ONE - January 10", 2024
Opening General Session: January 10" 1:00 PM- 2:45 PM
Hasan Davis on Building Hope from the Ground Up | Keynote by Hasan Davis 750+
Special Meetings: January 10t 11:30 AM- 12:30 PM
CWC/OFRA Attorneys Lunch | Coordinator: Cristen Conley 50
Workshop Session One: January 10t 3:30 PM- 5:00 PM
Improving Resource Access to Families- NMCAN Youth Lorilynn Violanta, Yvonne Gallegos-Schobel and 83
Panel NMCAN Youth Leaders
The Intersection of the New Mexico Indian Family o .
Protection Act, Culture, Geography, and Law in Child Virginia Tenoria, Marsha Vallo and Judge John 95-100
Romero
Welfare
The Story of Our Families: Who They Are, How We Are Lindsey Fooks, Brian Oborn, Sarah Meadows, Shelly 107
Serving Them, and Why They Matter- Panel Bucher, NMCAN Youth Leader
The Role of the Guardian ad Litem for Represented 51

Interdisciplinary Engagements with Mental Health
Professionals: Building Trust and Common Goals

Kate Bunch

Session Canceled

Outcomes

Opening Session, January 11*" 8:30 AM — 9:45 AM

Substance Use Disorders in High-Risk Youth and Families: Shellev Mann-Lev 200+
Prevention, Harm Reduction, Treatment and Recovery ¥
Special Immigrant Juvenile Classification Act (SUCA) - 28
Implementation of the New Law Protecting Vulnerable Linda Wilson and Jessica Martinez
Youth (Repeat: Session 4)
- . Usi . 50

Juven_lle Parole Reform U;?date Using Mitigation Best Denali Wilson, Stephen Taylor and Eva Buchwald
Practices Focused on Healing from Harm
Kinshi ianshio: . ities, Changi . .

inship Guardianship: Creating Opportunities, Changing Morgan Demic and Maranda Aguirre 70

DAY TWO: January 11, 2024

Legal Update

Kelly O'Neil and Tyler Benting

Frank Picone on Adopting Mindsets of Hope for Those Keynote address by Frank Picone 750+
Supporting Trauma Impacted Youth
Workshop Session Two: January 11t 10:30 AM- 12:00 PM
Transcending the System: The Journey to Heritage, Veronica Krupnick, Mayda Berrios, Bianca Bennett- 50
Healing, and Home -Panel Scott and Alejandra Gomez
How Tribal Self Determination May Help Save Our Judge Randolph Marshall Collins and Judge William 50
Children Bluehouse Johnson
Transforming our Inner Voice: Discovering and 167
expanding the lens through which we see ourselves and Frank Picone
the world around us

70




Ally or Archnemesis? Dueling Case Bewew Methods: . Kate Gibbons, Matthew Claps, Tori Russell and 56
Compare, Contrast, and Collaboration of CFSR and QSR in .

. Florence Racine
Managing Change
Empowering Families to Break the Cycle of Substance . 101
UsepDisordegr and Trauma: Santa Fe ‘I,%ecovery Center Susan Hodgman, Jeanne DuRivage, Kourtney Munoz
Perspectives on the Juvenile Detention Alternatives Nate Balis, Honorable Catherine Begaye, Erik Rivera, 65
Initiative Xiuy Soto
Breaking the Stigma: A Review of Barriers and Culturally 70
Grounded Approaches for Serving Hispanic/Latinx J Rocky Romero
Populations
Creating Protective Communities: A Community Alena Schaim 75
Approach to Child Sexual Violence Prevention
Special Meetings: January 11t 12:00 PM- 1:30 PM
Judges and Youth Luncheon Coordinator: Alison Pauk 50
Mediators Lunch Meeting Coordinator: Sandra Gallegos 15
Workshop Session Three: January 11* 1:30 PM — 3:00 PM
ICWA 201: The Importance of Collaboration to Overcome | Megan Gonzales, Lindsey Fooks, Wyndsor Yazzie, 60
Challenges in ICWA and IFPA Cases - Panel Virginia Tenorio, Jake Vallejos, Marsha Vallo
Hasan Davis on Creative Engagement Strategies Hasan Davis 216
Hold On Pain Ends (HOPE): A System-Impacted Youth Jordan Davalos 50
Shares his Experience of Peace, Change, and Healing
Understanding a Trauma-lmpacted Youth’s Survival Skills | Frank Picone 160
Children I\.lll_ssmg from Care ?nd NCMEC Resources: Kim Parks-Bourn and Melissa McGee 35
Opportunities for Partnership
Volurjtary Plalcemer]t Agreements: Possibilities and Andrea Gunderson and Leslie Jones 71
Practice Considerations
ROUI’:ICI Four Child and Family Services Review in New Edie Lewis, Sarah Meadows and Milissa Soto 20
Mexico
fril::z::gslgdmuj:;f(:;:Ge:I:%IQZSiSJnYZ)Uth: Insights iO Escamilla, Shelby McDaniel, Luke Aughenbaugh 40
Inclusion & Reducing Violence for Youth with Disabilities | Alena Schaim 20
Break: January 11t 3:00 PM - 3:30 PM
Workshop Session Four: January 11t 3:30 PM — 5:00 PM
Bridging the Gap: Parent and Youth Perspectives on Queva Hubbard, Reed Riddens, Catherine Pavelski, 125-150
Advocacy in the Child Welfare System - Panel Malisha Toledo

Dr. Christina M. Sisneros, Donalyn Sarracino, Isabel 50

Indian Family Protection Act: First Year Review Guerrero, Grace Nailor
Cultivating Child-Centered Parent Partnerships: 70
Embracing Icebreakers and Comfort Calls Brandy Hudson and Sarah Rael
Legal Update (Repeat) Kelly O'Neil and Tyler Benting 55
Children l\'lll.ssmg from Care ?nd NCMEC Resources: Kim Parks-Bourn and Melissa McGee 66
Opportunities for Partnership (Repeat)
How to Find Assistive Technology in NM: Hands-On Hel . . . 40
for Children and Families with gi‘;abilities P | tesse Armijo and Pilar Tirado Murray
ROUI’:ICI Four Child and Family Services Review in New Edie Lewis, Sarah Meadows and Milissa Soto 45
Mexico
Equity and Inclusion for LGBTQIA2S+ Youth: Insights iO Escamilla, Shelby McDaniel, NMGSAN Youth 28
from the GSA Model (Repeat) Council
Special Immigrant Juvenile Classification Act (SUCA) - 32

Implementation of the New Law Protecting Vulnerable
Youth (Repeat)

Linda Wilson and Jessica Martinez




DAY THREE: January 12", 2024

Workshop Session Five: January 12t 8:30 AM — 10:00 AM

Nothing About Them Without Them: Your Role in Jiovanna Shipp, Alison Endicott-Quinones, Stephanie 46
Engagement of Young People in the Extended Foster Chavez, Honorable A. Daniel Bryant, Lynn Perls,

Care Legal Process - Panel Cristen Conley, and Elliot Pending

Cultivating Cultural Humility in Addressing Sexual 212

Violence and Sex Trafficking among Youth Stephanie Olson

Hasan Davis on Diggin-in to Building Hope Hasan Davis 126

Kinship Guardianship: Creating Opportunities, Changing Morgan Demic and Maranda Aguirre 25
Outcomes (Repeat)

The Basics of Trust Accounting Anne Taylor 11
Advt?catmg for Children with High-Support Needs in New Jesse Clifton and Katie Gordon 47
Mexico’s Healthcare Systems

Anchoring JDAI in Community: Culture, Connections and | Danielle Lipow, Chas Robles, Rodrigo Rodriguez, 40
Opportunities Brooke Tafoya

How Tribal Self Determination May Help Save Our Judge Randolph Marshall Collins and Judge William 23
Children (Repeat) Bluehouse Johnson

Closing Session: January 12t 10:45 AM- 12:30 PM

Closing Keynote: Veronica Krupnick on Finding Hope in Keynote by Veronica Krupnick 750+

Connection, Culture, and Choice




Overall Conference Evaluation Report

All attendees of the 2024 Children’s Law Institute were sent an email with the online satisfaction survey
on January 12th, 2024. Of the 1,143 participants at the conference, 451 responded to the survey.
Participants directly after every workshop were asked to identify what sessions they attended and answered a
set of questions about each session. Narrative feedback about each session was also collected. The responses
about the general conference and overall feedback are summarized below. Responses about keynote and
workshop sessions were provided to the individual presenters of those sessions as well as CLI planning
committee members.

Participant Satisfaction Survey Respondent Profile

Participants were asked to provide six ratings on four-point scale of the conference overall.

We would like to begin by asking you to select the category of

participant that best fits you. Please select from the following:

e Answered: 450
e Skipped: 1

CASA Volunteer/Staff

Other (please specify)
: / Contract Attorney -OFRA

(Respondent, Youth,
and/or Gal)

CYFD Behavioral Health
Services

Social Worker/Counselor/Th
erapist

Service Provider —— ) CYFD Protective Services
School Social Worker / \ — Tribal Social Services
Judge (State or Tribal) CYFD Juvenile Justice Services



[ learned new information that will inform my work with
children, youth, and families.

e Answered: 418
e Skipped: 33

. Strongly Di... . Disagree . Neither Agr... . Agree
B strongly Ag...

[ learned new skills or gained new ideas that I will immediately
apply to my work.

e Answered: 415
e Skipped: 36

. Strongly Di... . Disagree . Neither Agr... . Agree
. Strongly Ag...

10



[ met new people, or reconnected with people, with whom I can

work collaboratively in the future.

e Answered: 414
e Skipped: 37

. Strongly Di... . Disagree . Neither Agr... . Agree
. Strangly Ag...

The conference allowed me to connect with colleagues I don'’t

usually interact with.

e Answered: 417
e Skipped: 34

. Strongly Di... . Disagree . Neither Agr... . Agree
. Strongly Ag...

11



Overall, the CLI met my expectations.

e Answered: 415
e Skipped: 36

. Strongly Di... . Disagree . MNeither Agr... . Agree
. Strongly Ag...

[ found the CVENT platform easy to navigate

e Answered: 416
e Skipped: 35

. Strongly Di... . Disagree . Neither Agr... . Agree

. Strongly Ag...

12



Overall Speaker Evaluation Report

At the conclusion of each workshop session, participants were asked to complete a short summary of how
they felt the workshop went and were given a chance to provide feedback on each specific session. Overall
participants agreed that the information presented was easy to follow, the presenter was an expert on the
topic, and that the information was valuable. All the sessions had varying answers, but overall, every session
had a majority of participants responding that they were either satisfied or very satisfied with the
information presented and the overall workshop presentation. Participants were also given a space to
discuss whether they had any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the sessions. This information was
reviewed similarly to the overall conference feedback and will be considered when exploring presenters and
workshop topics for the 2025 conference. Additionally, all the information was then sent to individual
presenters for their records.

Overall Conference Narrative Feedback Summary
Overall Organization of the Event

Overall, most respondents felt positively about the organization and implementation of the conference. Many
participants noted that it was great to be back in an in-person format, and that they appreciated the virtual
options so that they had the choice of a mix of both. All three keynote sessions were greatly appreciated by
many surveyed.

Some respondents suggested clearer directions where the rooms are, and having rooms more clearly marked,
information on how to download handouts after the conference, and more virtual streaming options.

Speaker and Workshop Content

Most survey respondents had positive feedback regarding the content in the workshops, the speakers and the
delivery of the workshops. Responses included that attendees felt presenters were knowledgeable, and
presented in a way that was helpful for them to implement into their work. Some suggestions for
improvement included better titles to indicate exactly what was going to be covered during the workshops,
and having less sessions because it was hard to choose which session to attend for each workshop time
period. Attendees appreciated the inclusion of workshops presented by the keynote speakers, and the lived
experience panels.

Technology

Attendees had varying opinions about navigating the digital interface and ease of use of the Attendee Hub and
Zoom apps. Some respondents expressed satisfaction with the platforms used and found them easy to
navigate, while others reported problems accessing digital materials, or having trouble navigating the
Attendee Hub app. Other feedback included the appreciation of the hybrid nature of the conference, which
allowed some participants to not travel to Albuquerque for the conference. Attendees appreciated they could
still receive the CLE/CEU credits, while being able to remain focused on the presentations as there were no
audience or environmental distractions as well.

A few participants expressed that they had difficulties and found it challenging to have to try to balance
driving to Albugquerque while also wanting to participate in the virtual sessions held on Tuesday. Alternatively,

13



some participants responded that while they understood the draw to an in-person conference this year, they

would have preferred to stay completely virtual due to not being able to travel.

Common Topic Suggestions for Future Conferences

Substance Abuse

Youth led discussions and lived experiences

The role of CASA

Trafficking

Serving individuals with disabilities

Intersection and overlap between children's court and family court
Juvenile Justice Services

LGBTQIA2+ Presentations

More comparative information on other jurisdictions (other states)
Trauma informed care

Self care

2024 CLI Sponsors

Turquoise Sponsors:

Families & Youth Innovations Plus

Green Chile Sponsors:

Relay New Mexico

New Mexico CASA Association

Roadrunner Sponsors:

Advocacy Inc.

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of New Mexico

Yucca Sponsors:

Pegasus Legal Services for Children

New Mexico Boys & Girls Ranches

Other Amount:

State Bar of New Mexico

Childrens Justice Act Advisory Group
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