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Introduction

The 32" Annual New Mexico Children’s Law Institute (CLI) was held in-person from Wednesday, April 23" through
Friday, April 25, 2025, with virtual conference sessions Tuesday, April 22", 2025, as well as virtually livestreamed
keynote addresses. For over thirty years, the Children’s Law Institute has focused on new and emerging trends and best
practices in ever changing child welfare and juvenile justice environments. Through the CLI, the child welfare and
juvenile justice communities have successfully advocated for blending systems and preserving connections. Together the
CLI community has learned the importance of a trauma-informed approach, acquired skills for enhancing practice, and
deepened its service to children and youth by focusing on empathy and compassion.

This year’s conference included 51 unique workshops that provided attendees an opportunity to continue striving to
improve the child welfare and juvenile justice systems while fostering understanding, compassion and excitement to
make a difference in the lives of those they serve. The conference planning committee made the decision to hold the
conference in-person while still live streaming the keynote events and having virtual workshop presentations on
Tuesday April 22" for attendees who could not attend in person. Overall attendees were satisfied with the access to the
hybrid event and access to all of the key information.

Opening keynote speaker Angela Tucker shared her lived experience story of transracial adoption with the opening
session “Love & Loss: The Conspicuous Truth About Transracial Adoption”. She unpacked the nuances, vulnerability and
personal insight of adoption with her own story. She also shared lessons that she has learned over the past 15 years of
being a mentor to adoptees, and a consultant to adoptive parents. She challenged attendees to engage in meaningful
dialogue, that acknowledges adoption’s systemic inequities while uplifting the voices of those most impacted. Closing
keynote speaker Amnoni Myers inspired the audience to adopt her personal message “You Are The Prize- Embracing
Your Worth Beyond Trauma”. Amnoni shared her own lived experience of growing up in foster care, navigating trauma
and defying expectations. This keynote inspired the attendees to break free from limiting beliefs, reclaim their narratives
and step into their full potential.

The Children’s Law Institute is a multi-agency and organization collaboration, led by the Children’s Court Improvement
Project of the NM Supreme Court. The annual conference was planned and coordinated by the New Mexico
Administrative Office of the Courts, the Center of Innovation for Behavioral Health and Wellbeing at New Mexico State
University and the UNM Institute of Public Law, Corinne Wolfe Center for Child and Family Justice. Major contributors to
the planning process include the New Mexico Children, Youth, and Families Department’s Divisions of Juvenile Justice,
Protective Services, and Behavioral Health; the Office of Family Representation and Advocacy, and representatives of
the court including contract attorneys, Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA), and State and Tribal Judges. Major
financial sponsorship of the 2025 CLI was from the NM Supreme Court, Court Improvement Project, The Children’s
Justice Act Advisory Group (CJAAG), and Presbyterian Health Plan. For a complete list of financial sponsors for this year’s
conference, see page 13.

2025 Theme Description

The Transformative Power of Discomfort: Building Strength and Resilience in Times of Uncertainty

Discomfort can be a powerful messenger, signaling where attention and intervention are needed. Frequently, we accept
dysfunction in order to maintain a sense of comfort and control. In times of uncertainty, discomfort is a meaningful
catalyst for change. It serves as the physical, emotional, and psychological motivation that propels us towards the
reflection and strategic action required to overcome challenges. The practice of sitting with and acknowledging the truth
of the moment can create the opportunity to move forward to a well-informed and compassionate state. The 32"
Children’s Law Institute Conference invites the child welfare, juvenile justice, and Children's Court communities to lean
into the discomfort of transformation as we support each other through the ongoing process of building strength and
resilience in our child and family serving systems. Join us April 237-25™, 2025 to learn from local and national experts,
engage in meaningful connections with others, and to be inspired by our collective capacity of endurance. Together, we
will withstand discomfort and use it to grow and collaborate in support of our communities.



The CLI is a statewide, multidisciplinary conference that brings over 1,000 various professionals together in a unique
learning environment focused on improving the health, safety, and wellbeing of the children and families who are
involved in—or who are at risk of becoming involved in—state or tribal child welfare or juvenile justice systems in New

Mexico.

2025 Conference Attendance

This year, 1,316 participants registered for the conference with 1,203 in attendance. There were 1,038 people who
registered to attend the conference in person, 79 who registered as presenters, either online or in person, and 86

who were registered virtually only. The breakdown of persons registering and attending, as well as those
responding to the evaluation survey follows.

2025 Registration

Registration by category:

Total Registered: 1,203

Registration Breakdown by Admission Item:

Judge: 24
Attorney: 32
Contract Attorney: 55

Tribal Court Partners: 10
OFRA Practitioners: 24
CYFD Professional: 364
General Professional: 481

Volunteer/Foster Parents: 81

Youth: 32
Exhibitor: 33
Presenters: 79

Registration by Position (self-report):

Registrants were asked to select a category that best described their job role.

Advocate- 24

Attorney/Lawyer- 90

CASA (Staff & Volunteer)-
52

Case Manager- 45

Certified Peer Support
Worker- 14

CJAAG Board member- 1

COl Staff Member- 14

Community Support
Worker- 17

Consultant- 16

Contract Attorney- 31

Coordinator- 23

CYFD Administrator- 7

CYFD Behavioral Health

CYFD Juvenile Justice

CYFD Protective Services

CYFD PS Children’s Court

Early Childhood Education
and Care Department Staff-
2

Services- 52 Services/Juvenile Staff- 188 Attorney-9
Probation Officer- 71
Director- 32 District Court Judge- 17

Educator- 16

Executive Director- 16

Faculty- 4

Family Peer Support
Worker- 10

Foster Parent/Adoptive
Parent- 1

Hearing Officer- 4

ICWA Worker- 7

Law Enforcement- 1

Mediator- 13




Medical Professional (MD,
RN, etc)- 1

Paralegal- 9

Parent/Family Member- 1

Program Coordinator- 7

Program Manager- 47

Program Specialist- 11

Retired- 7

Service Provider- 43

Social Worker- 105

State of NM Judge- 4

Student- 23

Substitute Care Advisory
Council (Staff and
Volunteers)- 10

Supervisor- 39

Technical Assistance- 3

Therapist/Counselor/Social
Worker- 44

Tribal Court Judge- 7

Tribal Social Worker- 4 Tribal Worker- 2

Wraparound Facilitator- 9 Youth- 2

Youth Support Services Other- 154

Lifeskills Coach- 6

Attendance breakdown by Conference Session

The following is estimated attendance based on CLI staff headcount.

Title

Presenters

Virtual Pre-Conference- April 22", 2025

Estimated
Attendance

Virtual Session One: 8:30 AM-10:00 AM

Beyond Adversaries: Working Together for Sexual Health Equity

Christina Renée LaVail, LMFT AASECT Certified Sex

45
Across Systems Therapist & Approved Clinical Supervisor
From Deficit to Desire: How the Inner Wealth Inventory can Elizabeth Bennett, MSW/MPH; Mike Kalkbrenner, PhD
bring a more balanced perspective to the assessment of 42
wellbeing
Mentorship as a Pathway to Success: Guiding Youth Through Armand King, speaker, author, mentor, and co-founder of
Discomfort and Re-Entry Walk With Me Impact, Brenda Dorsey Interim Chief 55
Executive Officer
Virtual Session Two: 10:30 AM-12:00 PM
Mindfulness to Counteract Secondary Trauma in Child Welfare | Demarra West, Licensed Professional Counselor, author, 103
Professional professional certified coach, and holistic healer
Juvenile Competency to Stand Trial Evaluations: Best Practices | Leah Crabb, Ph.D; Simone Viljoen, Ph.D; Julie M. Brovko 53
and Key Issues in New Mexico Ph.D
The Role of Quality Assurance Communication in Strengthening | Christiana M. Sisneros, Ed.D; Grace Nailor, LMSW; Cynthia
State and Tribal Child Welfare Partnerships- for all Child Aragon, JD 21
Welfare Professionals
Virtual Session Three: 1:30 PM-3:00 PM
Identification of Underlying Needs A Key to Service Design and | Freida Baker, MSW; Alan Butera, MSW 49
Creative Planning
Embracing Hidden Disabilities: Overcoming Barriers and Danielle Brzusek, BA 63
Limiting Beliefs
State of Youth Mental Health in New Mexico Dylan Pell MPH/MSW 59
Virtual Session Four: 3:30 PM- 5:00 PM
Resilience in Action: Creating Equitable Systems of Support for | Tiah Barnes, Founder of Pearle, LLC 60
Vulnerable Communities
Neurodiversity: A Practical Guide Leslie Tolliver, BA, JD, SHRM-CP 93

Tai Chi and Mindfulness: Combating Stress on a Busy Schedule

Chalene Jones

Session canceled




DAY ONE — April 23", 2025

Opening General Session: April 23" 1:00 PM- 2:45 PM

Opening Keynote: Love & Loss: The Conspicuous Truth About Angela Tucker 900+

Transracial Adoption

Workshop Session One: January 10™ 3:30 PM- 5:00 PM

Preventing Youth Delinquency through Local Partnerships and Jessica Reno; Tom Swisstack; Christopher Baca; Pat Acosta; 160

Leveraging Available Funding Rachel Mohr-Richards; Ruth Dirmeyer

Improving and Navigating System Changes to Better Serve Kim Parks-Bourn, Program Manager for Children Missing

Children Who Go Missing from Care from Care at the National Center for Missing and Exploited 115
Children

Gateway to Permanency: Process and Policy of ICPC Marlena Allen, New Mexico Interstate Compact on the 60
Placement of Children (ICPC) Deputy Compact
Administrator; Sarah Rael

New Mexico Leading the Way: Understanding the Sacredness Isabel Guerrero, BA; Arthur Malone, BA; Victor Montes 83

of ICWA/IFPA Relative Placements

Legal Update Susan Baker JD; Cynthia Tessman, JD, CWLS 105

The Art of Resilience: Creative Strategies for Navigating
Trauma in Uncertain Times

Helen Joseph, LMHC

Session Canceled

Maximizing MCO Partnerships: Strategies for Better Outcomes

Jolene Martinez LCSW; Carmen Bliss Vice President of

Language and Motivational Interviewing

in Child Welfare Behavioral Health & Children in State Custody at 60
Presbyterian Healthcare Services
Harm Reduction: A Mindset and a Practice Sheila Ciminera, LCSW 102
DAY TWO: April 24", 2025
Workshop Session Two: April 24™ 8:30 AM- 10:00 AM
Together: How to Achieve Dual Identification and Best Serve Megan Speck, MBA, District Foster Care Manager for 65
Our Shared Student Populations Albuquerque Public Schools; Cristal Wilson, McKinney-
Vento Liaison for Albuquerque Public Schools
Angela Tucker on Understanding Open Adoption: The Inclusive Angela Tucker, Author, Executive Director of the Adoptee 130
Family Support Model Mentoring Society
Due Process: How judges, attorneys, and other stakeholders Cynthia Tessman, JD, CWLS, Chief Judge Jarod Hofacket 102
can ensure respondents are afforded due process in abuse and
neglect cases
Traditional and Customary Adoption in Tribal Law Without Judge Trace Rabern, Criminal law assistant professor and 35
Need to Terminate Parental Rights tribal court judge serving the Pueblo of Tesuque; Judge
Catherine Begay who is the state’s first ICWA Court judge in
the Second Judicial District; Judge Peggy Bird of Pueblo of
Pojoaque; Judge Tammi Lambert of Pueblo of Santa Ana
Safe Zone Zed Serna; Maliyah Manns, BA; Xan Garza 70
Indigenous Insights on Child Maltreatment: Collective Action Royleen Ross, PhD 60
Before and After the Pandemic
Confronting the Dangers of Out-of-Home Placement for Youth Christopher Mason, MSW 102
with Behavioral Problems and Promoting a Community-Based
Response
Building Family Resilience: Functional Family Therapy Dr. Thomas Sexton; Marta Anderson, LCSW 95
Implementation in New Mexico
Workshop Session Three: April 24t 10:30 AM- 12:00 PM
Evaluations of Amenability to Treatment for Youthful Alejandrina Garcia, Ph.D.; Simone Viljoen, Ph.D; Julie M. 135
Offenders Brovko Ph.D
Confronting the Dangers of Out-of-Home Placement for Youth Christopher Mason, MSW 120
with Behavioral Problems and Promoting a Community-Based
Response
It Takes a Village: Empowering Recovery Through Person-First Michel Rivera-Ramirez, BA 154




Traditional and Customary Adoption in Tribal Law Without Judge Trace Rabern, Criminal law assistant professor and 45
Need to Terminate Parental Rights Repeat tribal court judge serving the Pueblo of Tesuque; Judge
Catherine Begay who is the state’s first ICWA Court judge in
the Second Judicial District; Judge Peggy Bird of Pueblo of
Pojoaque; Judge Tammi Lambert of Pueblo of Santa Ana
Understanding the difference between poverty and neglect Lorilynn Violanta, Co-Executive Director at NMCAN; Erin 115
Meadors, Associate, Leadership Development at NMCAN;
youth leaders
Building Bridges: Incorporating Youth Peer Support into Youth- | Shelby McDaniel, BS; Patrick Schaub, BA 50
Serving Programs
Empathic Distress or Compassion Fatigue: What’s the Sheila Ciminera, LCSW 75
Difference, and How do We Heal?
Building Family Resilience: Functional Family Therapy Dr. Thomas Sexton; Marta Anderson, LCSW 50
Implementation in New Mexico
Workshop Session Four: April 24t 1:30 PM — 3:00 PM
Cultural Connections: Embracing the Expertise in ICWA Megan Gonzales, ICWA Court Program Manager, Second 70
Partnerships Judicial District Court, Children’s Court Division; Lindsey
Fooks, JD; Wyndsor Yazzie, ICWA Unit Supervisor for the
Children, Youth and Families Department Protective
Services Division in Bernalillo County; Virginia Tenorio
Amnoni Myers on Turning Pain Into Purpose — A Roadmap to Amnoni Myers Author, Speaker, Founder & CEO of Launch 120
Healing & Leadership Ahead
Substance Use Disorders in Youth and Adults: Addressing the Shelley Mann-Lev, MPH 200
Opioid Crisis
Raising the Bar: A Child Welfare approach to teaching and Laura Terrazas Masterson, LMSW; Kevin McBride, JD; Amy 80
supporting CYFD field workers and Children's Court Attorneys Delaney-Hernandez, JD; Maria Angélica Varela
Authentic Youth Engagement Ezra Spitzer, Co-Executive Director at NMCAN; Marissa 55
Vigil, Associate, Community Building at NMCAN, Youth
Leaders
The Safe Systems Improvement Tool (SSIT): Utilizing Safety Brittany Trujillo, LCSW; Jessica Graham 40
Science and a Systems Perspective to Review Child Fatalities in
New Mexico
Sitting with the Unwanted: Mindfulness practice for cultivating | Elizabeth Bennett, MSW/MPH 77
ease during moments of difficulty
Helping Families Navigate Kinship Guardianship and Maranda Aguirre, JD; Verenice Peregrino Pompa, JD 65
Empowering Youth Seeking Emancipation
Workshop Session Five: April 24th 3:30 PM — 5:00 PM
The Role of Quality Assurance Communication in Strengthening | Christiana M. Sisneros, Ed.D; Grace Nailor, LMSW; Cynthia 49
State and Tribal Child Welfare Partnerships- for all Child Aragon, JD
Welfare Professionals
The NM START Program: Building Resilience and Preventing Tiffany L. Otero, Ph.D., BCBA; Pat Osbourn, MA, CCC; Felicia 66
Crisis for People with ASD/IDD through Positive Psychology and | Nevarez, M.Ed.
Trauma-Informed Care
Mentorship as a Pathway to Success: Guiding Youth Through Armand King, speaker, author, mentor, and co-founder of 95
Discomfort and Re-Entry Walk With Me Impact, Brenda Dorsey Interim Chief
Executive Officer
Legal Update (Repeat) Susan Baker JD; Cynthia Tessman, JD, CWLS 75
Evaluations of Amenability to Treatment for Youthful Alejandrina Garcia, Ph.D.; Simone Viljoen, Ph.D; Julie M. 32
Offenders Brovko Ph.D
Adolescents and Children Who Display Maladaptive Sexual Adebayo Ajibade, Ph.D.; Sara Millspaugh, Ph.D.; Gretchen 95
Behaviors — Treatment, Management, Supervision Landry, PsyD
Nurturing the Next Generation: Empowering Expectant & Marylouise Kuti, LMSW, CSOTP; Christina Renée LaVail, 46
Parenting Youth Navigating Systems LMFT, AASECT Certified Sex Therapist & Approved Clinical
Supervisor
Trauma, Stress and Uncertainty: Why Taking Care of YourselfIs | Donna Marie Lucero, MA, LPCC, NCC, IMH-E®, IECMHC 90

Essential




DAY THREE: April 25t, 2025

Workshop Session Six: April 25t 8:30 AM — 10:00 AM

Beyond Trauma

Ahead

Promoting Cultural Connectedness Though Effective Donalyn Lorenzo Sarracino, LMSW; Veronica Krupnick, 107
Collaboration Jacqueline Yalch, MSW and Crescentia Tso, MSW
Asserting, Arguing, and Appealing the Constitutional Rights of Tim Keller, JD 108
Children in Foster Care
State of Youth Mental Health in New Mexico Dylan Pell MPH/MSW 115
Best Practices in the Evaluation of Competence to Stand Trial in | Kaisa Marshall, PhD; Cassie Brown PhD 52
Juveniles
The Pandemic of Our Lifetime: Violence Against Shana Aldahl LCSW; MaryEllen Garcia, Executive Director of
Children/Enhancing Support Systems for Children and Youth the New Mexico Coalition Against Domestic Violence; Dr. 110
Affected by Domestic Violence Celina Bryant; Jessica Martinez; Cristal Sylva; Elsie Brown,

MSW
Building Bridges: Incorporating Youth Peer Support into Youth- | Shelby McDaniel, BS; Patrick Schaub, BA 8
Serving Programs (Repeat)
Transforming Discomfort with Restorative Justice in the service | Tonya Covington, Executive Director of Peacemakers 40
of Children Consulting
Safe Zone Zed Serna; Maliyah Manns, BA; Xan Garza 25
Closing Session: April 25" 10:45 AM- 12:30 PM
Closing Keynote: You Are The Prize — Embracing Your Worth Amnoni Myers Author, Speaker, Founder & CEO of Launch 900+

Overall Conference Evaluation Report

All attendees of the 2024 Children’s Law Institute were sent an email with an overall online satisfaction
survey on May 1, 2025. Of the 1,143 participants at the conference, 160 responded to the survey.
Additionally we received 629 individual workshop evaluations after each session. The responses about the
general conference and overall feedback are summarized below.

Overall Participant Satisfaction Survey Results

Participants were asked to provide six ratings on four-point scale of the conference overall.

We would like to begin by asking you to select the category of participant that best fits you.

Please select from the following:
e Answered: 159
e Skipped: 1

Other (please specify)

Social Worker/Counselor/Th ™

erapist

Service Provider ~™——~

School Social Worker

Educator

Judge (State or Tribal)

CASA Volunteer/Staff

Contract Attorney (Respondent,
Youth, and/or GalL)

Mediator

CYFD Behavioral Health
Services

CYFD Protective Services

— Tribal Social Services

CYFD Juvenile Justice Services




I learned new information that will inform my work with children, youth, and families.

e Answered: 147
e Skipped: 13

. Strongly Di... . Disagree . Neither Agr... . Agree
. Strongly Ag...

I learned new skills or gained new ideas that I will immediately apply to my work.
e Answered: 147
o Skipped: 13

. Strongly Di... . Disagree . Neither Agr... . Agree
. Strongly Ag...

I met new people, or reconnected with people, with whom I can work collaboratively in the
future.

e Answered: 146

e Skipped: 14

. Strongly Di... . Disagree . Neither Agr... . Agree
. Strongly Ag...



The conference allowed me to connect with colleagues I don’t usually interact with.
e Answered: 147
e Skipped: 13

. Strongly Di... . Disagree . Neither Agr... . Agree
. Strongly Ag...

Overall, the CLI met my expectations.
e Answered: 147
e Skipped: 13

. Strongly Di... . Disagree . Neither Agr... . Agree
@ strongly Ag...
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I would be interested in attending additional virtual trainings or conferences in the future were
CLI to continue offering online opportunities.

e Answered: 144

e Skipped: 16

. Strongly Di... . Disagree . Neither Agr... . Agree
. Strongly Ag...

I found the digital conference interface (Attendee Hub) easy to navigate
e Answered: 138
e Skipped: 22

. Strongly Di... . Disagree . Neither Agr... . Agree
. Strongly Ag...

Did you like attending the CLI in April versus the typical January date?
e Answered: 140

Comments 20.71% (29)

No 10.71% (15)

Yes 68.57% (96)

e Skipped: 20

11



Overall Speaker Evaluation Report

At the conclusion of each workshop session, participants were asked to complete a short summary of how
they felt the workshop went and were given a chance to provide feedback on each specific session. 629 total
surveys were collected. Overall participants agreed that the information presented was easy to follow, the
presenter was an expert on the topic, and that the information was valuable. All the sessions had varying
answers, but overall, every session had a majority of participants responding that they were either satisfied
or very satisfied with the information presented and the overall workshop presentation. Participants were
also given a space to discuss whether they had any questions, comments, or concerns regarding the sessions.
This information will be considered when exploring presenters and workshop topics for the 2026 conference.

Overall Conference Narrative Feedback Summary
Overall Organization of the Event

Overall, most respondents felt that the 2025 Children’s Law Institute was well-organized with interesting
workshops and helpful hotel and CLI staff/volunteers. Many participants noted that it was nice to have the CLI
held in April as it avoided the holidays, winter weather and being able to enjoy the warm weather. Both the
opening and closing keynote sessions were given high ratings.

Some respondents suggested that next year it would be nice to be able to pre-register for sessions to save
their seats, have more air conditioning in the breakout session rooms, offer more virtual streaming options
and more practical/hands-on skill based workshops.

Speaker and Workshop Content

Most survey respondents had positive feedback regarding the content of the individual workshops, the
speakers and the delivery of the workshops. Attendees felt presenters were knowledgeable, and that topics
were relevant and impactful to their work. Some suggestions for improvement included allowing participants
to RSVP to save their seats, and putting the more popular workshops in the biggest rooms so that more
attendees can join them. Overall most of the session feedback was positive, and all feedback was shared with
speakers at the conclusion of the conference.

Technology

Attendees had varying opinions about navigating the digital interface and ease of use of the Attendee Hub and
Zoom apps. Some respondents expressed being satisfied with both the Attendee Hub app, and the web
browser version, finding them easy to navigate and to find access to rooms, materials and session surveys.
Others reported problems accessing digital materials or having trouble navigating the Attendee Hub app to
find session feedback. Some participants expressed that they had difficulties accessing virtual sessions on
Tuesday. This was an error in the Attendee Hub app, which was remedied for attendees, but caused initial
frustration when they couldn’t navigate to the sessions. Some attendees responded that while they
understood the draw to an in-person conference this year, they would like to have the opportunity to have a
fully virtual CLI with all workshop sessions livestreamed, not just the keynote sessions.

12



Common Topic Suggestions for Future Conferences
e Domestic violence, gun violence, bullying amongst youth
e Rights of parents
e Comparisons between New Mexico and federal law
e Juvenile justice reform

e Culturally specific trainings for immigrant and Spanish speaking populations in New Mexico

e Training for CASA staff

e Substance use

e Queer/LGBTQIA+

e Youth/Lived Experience

e Missing and murdered indigenous people

e Comparisons to other states that is working for child welfare

2025 CLI Sponsors
Phoenix Sponsor ($5,000)

Presbyterian Health Plan

Turquoise Sponsor ($2,500.00):

Families & Youth Innovations Plus

Green Chile Sponsors ($1,000.00):

Kinnect
State Bar of New Mexico — Children’s Law Section

Roadrunner Sponsors ($800.00):

Protocall Services
NM Health Care Authority, Behavioral Health Services Division (BHSD)

Yucca Sponsors ($650.00):

Grand Canyon University

Clinical Assessment Group, LLC

The Community Lighthouse

Southwest Family Guidance Center & Institute

Santa Fe Recovery Center
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